
Slovenia

Slovenia remains grateful to Australia for joining the 
group of countries who were the first to recognise 
Slovenia as an independent state in 1991, and thus 
paved the way to Slovenia’s world-wide recognition, 
joining the European Union, NATO, WTO, OECD 
and many other international organisations. From 
the Slovenian perspective, Australia is a great 
nation of freedom and democracy and a role model 
of economic development. 

Australians and Slovenians are working closely 
together: we have excellent political cooperation 
on the international stage, flourishing trade and 
common values. Even though our two nations  
live so far apart, we are united in our commitment 
to uphold freedom, democracy, human rights  
and peace.

Trade between Slovenia and Australia is thriving – 
it increased by 19% and 58% in the last two years. 
Slovenia is a unique country in the EU, in that we 
have a very strong network of Harvey Norman 
stores. However, there is still a lot of scope for 
further development. The last meetings between 
the Australian and Slovenian Prime Ministers and 
the two Ministers of Foreign Affairs substantially 
contributed towards development in that direction. 
I would also like to mention the recent successful 
visit to Slovenia of the Australian Federal Minister 
for Health, the Hon Tanya Plibersek MP. 

Our two nations are linked by a strong, active 
and well-organised Slovenian community that 
lives in Australia – from Sydney to Perth and from 
Brisbane to Melbourne. I would like to thank 
Australia for welcoming Slovenians here and 
ensuring their safety and wellbeing. •
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population: 2 million  
capital: Ljubljana  
date joined the eu: 2004
Consulate opened in Australia: 1992
embassy opened in Australia: 1993  

major slovenian exports to Australia
• Medicaments
• Household-type equipment
• Electronic integrated circuits
• Electrical machinery and parts

major imports from Australia
• Coal
• Medicaments
• Vehicle parts and accessories
• Starches, insulin and wheat gluten  
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