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Slovakia

Her Excellency Eva Ponomarenková, 
Ambassador of the Slovak Republic

sloVAkiA

population: 5.4 million
capital: Bratislava
date joined the eu: 2004
embassy opened in Australia: 1993 

major slovak exports to Australia
• Passenger cars
•  Scientific and measuring instruments 

and equipment
• Glass and glassware
• Furniture
•  Equipment for the recording and 

reproduction of sound

major imports from Australia
• Metal ores
• Specialised machinery and parts
• Wine 
• Pharmaceuticals

In the year 2013, we commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of the Slovak Republic. Two decades 
ago, a success story on our return to the family of 
democratic nations began. Those decades have 
been interlaced with numerous reforms that have 
shaped Slovakia and helped on its path towards 
integration. We were able to introduce reforms 
that would not be possible without the incentive 
of integration in the European Union – it has been 
the catalyst of change.

Slovakia enjoys an excellent relationship with 
Australia and both countries share common 
fundamental principles and values. Our excellent 
bilateral relations for the last two decades are 
becoming stronger with the support of our vibrant 
Slovak community in Australia.

The Slovak Republic is one of the favourite 
destinations for foreign direct investments.  
The location of Slovakia in the centre of Europe 
is very favourable; it offers convenient access 
to the whole European market. Slovakia has 
the Euro as its currency, which represents an 
important impetus for foreign investors. Due to 
EU membership, Slovakia is an integral part of the 
EU internal market, which includes half a billion 
people. Its GDP growth is the highest among the 
Eurozone countries and is forecast to continue 
growing in the coming years. It is also among the 
highest within the EU.

In economic cooperation with Australia, 
Slovakia is concentrating on investment and 
modern technologies. Good prospects for 
future cooperation are in the machinery industry, 
services, ICT, energy saving technologies, 
exploration and mining of minerals, higher 
education, science and research. 

Excellent relationship with common values:  
Great country to visit and invest 
Message from the Ambassador

Slovakia is a world leader in 
car production per capita in 
absolute figures, almost reaching 
the milestone of one million 
cars produced in our territory. 
The most important exports 
from Slovakia to Australia are 
passenger cars – Volkswagen 
Touareg, Audi Q7 and Porsche 
Cayenne. Australian investments 
in Slovakia represent companies 
such as QBE Insurance 
Europe, Legend Europe s.r.o. 
(electronics), Howe Leather 
Slovensko s.r.o., GB Energy 
(exploration of energy resources), 
GRP Corporation Limited and 
Bronx International. 

Slovakia, with its rich historical 
towns and romantic castles, 
colourful folklore, beautiful 
mountains and hot springs 
is also a desirable tourist 
destination. Feel welcome  
to visit us! •

embAssy of the sloVAk republic

47 Culgoa Circuit
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Tel:  +61 2 6290 1516
Fax: +61 2 6290 1755
Email: emb.canberra@mzv.sk
Web: www.mzv.sk/canberra
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