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Portugal

António Gaivão, Chargé d’Affaires of Portugal  

portugAl

population: 10.8 million 
capital: Lisboa
date joined the eec: 1 January 1986
consulate opened in Australia: 1947
embassy opened in Australia: 1960

major portuguese exports to Australia
• Automobiles
• Cork
• Furniture
• Textile
• Canned food

major imports from Australia
• Machinery
• Paper
• Wood
• Optic devices
• Food products

Although we cannot pinpoint the beginning of 
contact between Portugal and Australia, it can  
be said that relations have lasted for centuries, 
and the two countries enjoy the excellent 
relationship that we all acknowledge today.  
This is due, I believe, to two main factors: 
admiration and mutual respect. Both peoples, 
representing ancient cultures with important 
contributions to the history of mankind, recognise 
with a sense of admiration and respect those 
contributions. This mutual recognition has 
enhanced bilateral relations between our  
two countries.    

While benefiting from that incredibly rich history, 
each country must, however, face new and more 
complex challenges in the modern world. Today, 
there are around 50,000 Portuguese living in 
Australia, the majority of whom are well integrated 
in Australian society. It is estimated that four out 
of five have already become Australian citizens. 
These Portuguese keep alive the good, old 
Portuguese traditions, forged over the centuries, 
of travelling and adapting to the local ways of 
life while contributing to the enrichment of other 
cultures. In the past few years, however, a different 
pattern of Portuguese migration has emerged.  
Due to the difficult economic situation in Europe,  
a new generation of mostly young people with 
high levels of education and expertise in their 
fields of study, is coming to Australia. They are 
coming to work as engineers, architects, nurses 
and university lecturers, contributing to the 
Australian economy and its future prosperity.  

Many Portuguese companies 
are expanding their sales 
market to Australia, giving the 
Australian consumer the chance 
to access the many wonderful 
goods that Portugal has to offer. 
Tourism flows from Australia 
to Portugal have increased in 
the past decade with more and 
more Australians discovering the 
many attractions Portugal offers 
as one of the best destinations 
in Europe and in the world. We 
welcome them with open arms. •

embAssy of portugAl

32 Thesiger Court 
Deakin 2600 ACT 
tel: +61 2 6260 4970  
fax: +61 2 6281 4387  
email: embportcanb@internode.on.net 
web: www.secomunidades.pt/web/
camberra

consulate general office 
Sydney

honorary-consulate offices 
Melbourne, Darwin, Perth, Brisbane, 
Adelaide

Contributing to the Australian economy:  
Message from the Chargé d’Affaires 




