
Poland

Celebrating 50 years: EU–Australia 125

Diplomatic relations between Poland and Australia 
were first established in 1972, but both countries 
had already enjoyed a significant tradition of 
cooperation before that date. A shared commitment 
to an active role in building international institutions 
that support democracy and prosperity has been a 
vital part of the relationship. About 170,000 Polish 
Australians bear witness to the deep-rooted affinity. 
They have contributed significantly to flourishing 
relations between our two nations.

An excellent tool for advancing our bilateral 
cooperation is the close relation between the 
European Union and Australia. The Polish 
Presidency of the EU Council in the second half of 
2011 undoubtedly contributed to this relationship.  

Poland has one of the most rapidly growing 
economies in the EU. During the worst global 
economic and financial crisis in decades, Poland 
and Australia were linked by a special relationship 
– both were among only a few countries in the 
developed world that avoided recession and 
experienced positive economic growth.

Bilateral business relations are continuously 
developing. They are currently focusing on 
cooperation in the resource sector and mining 
services, including coal, copper and minerals 
mining. They are also cooperating on knowledge-
based initiatives such as clean coal and carbon 
capture and storage, IT, education, agribusiness, 
food security and advanced processing 
technologies and consulting services. Australian 
companies are already taking up opportunities and 
investing in Poland. Success stories include major 
companies such as the Macquarie Group, Amcor, 
Goodman Group and many others.

I am convinced that Polish–Australian cooperation 
will see major success in the future and will help 
shape peaceful development and stability across 
the globe. •
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major polish exports to Australia 
• Vehicles and parts 
•  Machinery, mechanical and  

electrical equipment
• Chemical products
• Agricultural products and beverages
•  Furniture, bedding, mattresses, 

cushions, lamps

major imports from Australia
• Mineral products
• Chemical products
•  Optical, measuring, medical 

instruments and apparatus 
• Agricultural products and beverages 
•  Machinery, mechanical and  

electrical equipment

Tradition of cooperation: 
Message from the Ambassador




