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Netherlands

To reach each other’s country, an Australian or 
Dutch citizen has to travel almost halfway around 
the globe. But to reach each other’s culture, 
the Australians and Dutch are more like good 
neighbours: it is just like crossing the border.  
This is because we have common views on 
political and cultural topics. 

The Netherlands and Australia maintain long-
standing relations. Our historical ties go back 
over 400 years: the Dutch seafarers Willem Jansz 
and Dirk Hartog were the first Europeans to 
make recorded landfalls on Australian soil, in the 
north (1606) and west (1616) respectively. Both 
countries were close allies during World War II:  
A Dutch air force squadron was formed in 
Australia during the War and a great number 
of Dutch commercial freight boats which 
had diverted to Australia, made an essential 
contribution to the Pacific campaign by 
transporting troops and supplies. Around 
350,000 Dutch migrants moved to Australia in 
the 1950s and the early 1960s. The widespread 
Dutch–Australian cultural heritage is a fruitful 
base to further extend and deepen our relations. 

Australia and the Netherlands have similar  
views on various international issues, such as 
free trade, human rights, and peace and security. 
Dutch and Australian troops worked side-by-side 
in Uruzgan, Afghanistan. 

We are close partners in the economic field as 
well. The Netherlands is Australia’s second largest 
market in Europe. For many Australian products, 
the Netherlands is a gateway to reach other 
European destinations. For several years, the 
Netherlands has been in the top five of the largest 
investors in Australia. 

The bilateral relationship 
between Australia and the 
Netherlands is an ongoing 
story, based on solid, shared 
grounds. These relations with 
Australia are of high value to 
the Netherlands. I am looking 
forward to contributing to the 
continuation of the story! •

embAssy of the kingdom  
of the netherlAnds

120 Empire Circuit
Yarralumla, Canberra ACT 2600
tel: +61 2 6220 9400
fax: +61 2 6273 3206
email: can@minbuza.nl
web: http://australia.nlembassy.org/

consulate general office 
Sydney

honorary consulate offices 
Adelaide, Brisbane, Hobart,  
Melbourne, Perth

Ambassador of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands to Australia, Her Excellency  
Mrs Annemieke Ruigrok

the netherlAnds

population: 16.7 million
capital: Amsterdam
date joined the eec: 1957
consulate opened in Australia: 1853
embassy opened in canberra: 1942

major dutch exports to Australia
• Medications
• Coffee and substitutes
• Pharmaceutical products
•  Mechanical handling equipment  

and parts
• Pigments, paints and varnishes

major imports from Australia
• Coal
• Soft oil seeds and oleaginous fruits
• Confidential items of trade
• Ores and concentrates
• Medications

Bridging the distance:  
Message from the Ambassador




