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Lithuania 

Lithuania joined the EU and NATO in 2004.  
It participates in the activities of numerous other 
international and regional organisations, and is 
an active, reliable member of the international 
community. From 1 July 2013, Lithuania will hold  
the Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union for the first time. This will be a very 
challenging and responsible period for our country. 
As one of the most successful countries to 
overcome the economic and financial crisis and 
return to sustained recovery and growth, Lithuania 
will seek to organise the Presidency in an equal 
efficient and result-oriented manner. Above all,  
our Presidency will focus on the three goals of  
a credible, growing and open Europe.

Although Lithuania suffered from the global 
recession, our economy appeared to be one of the 
first to fight it and we have returned to the same 
economic level of before the crisis. Lithuania’s 
GDP contracted 14.8% in 2009 following the 
crisis, but in 2011, it recovered by 5.8%, and by 
3.6% in 2012. Lithuanian business opportunities 
are in the development of services and high-tech, 
as well as innovative and traditional industries. 
By 2015, the production of IT, laser technologies, 
nanotechnologies and materials science is 
expected to constitute 25% of Lithuania’s DGP.

As Australia and the EU have strong historical 
and cultural ties and are solid partners, we are 
proud of being a part of this cooperation and 
having a possibility to contribute to it. The bilateral 
relationship between Lithuania and Australia is 
longstanding and broad. We’re like-minded partners 
who share the same democratic values and respect 
of human rights. The Lithuanian community in 
Australia has also made an important contribution 
to strengthening bilateral ties.

Australia recognised Lithuania’s 
independence in August 1991. 
The Australian Foreign Minister 
visited Lithuania in 1994 and 
also in 1999, and an Australian 
parliamentary delegation 
visited in 1994. Lithuania’s 
President visited Australia in 
February 2006 and a Lithuanian 
parliamentary delegation visited 
in 2008. The Australian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs visited 
Vilnius in 2011 to attend the 
OSCE Ministerial Meeting. The 
relationship between Australia 
and Lithuania is underpinned by 
agreements covering Trade and 
Economic Cooperation (1993) 
and Investment Promotion and 
Protection (2002). •

embAssy of the republic  
of lithuAniA in Japan and to 
the Republic of the Philippines, 
Commonwealth of Australia  
and New Zealand

3-7-18 Moto-Azabu, Minato-ku
Tokyo 106-0046, Japan
tel: +81 3 3408 5091
fax: +81 3 3408 5092
email: amb.jp@mfa.lt
web: http://jp.mfa.lt

honorary consulate offices in Australia

Melbourne 
tel: +61-3-9840-0070

Sydney 
tel: +61-2-9969-6232

Ambassador Designate of the Republic  
of Lithuania to Australia, His Excellency  
Mr Egidijus Meilūnas

republic of lithuAniA

population: 2.98 million
capital: Vilnius
date joined the eu: 2004
embassy opened (non-resident): 2008

major lithuanian exports to Australia
• Furniture
• Timber
• Fertilizers
• Metals and products
• Peat

major imports from Australia
•  Optical medical or surgical instruments 

and apparatus
• Wool
•  Discs, tapes, smart cards and  

other media
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