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Italy

Italy and Australia enjoy very strong economic  
and commercial relations, which have continued  
to grow steadily for the last two decades. 
According to Australian Bureau of Statistics data, 
Italian exports to Australia have increased more 
than three times in the last 20 years. Last year – 
2012 – was a record year. Both the value of Italian 
merchandise exports to Australia and the trade 
surplus in favour of Italy registered their highest 
levels ever. 

In 2012, Italian merchandise exports to Australia 
amounted to $5.35 million (+6.5% compared to 
2011 and +9.2% compared to 2010) with a trade 
balance in favour of Italy of $4.52 million (+20% 
compared to 2011). Italy has also confirmed its 
position as the 12th overall supplier to Australia  
and the 3rd among European states.  

The health of our bilateral economic partnership 
is not only based on flourishing trade. Italian 
companies increasingly see Australia an 
industrial partner and an investment hub. 
Vertical integrations using Italian technology and 
manufacturing capacity to add value to Australian 
resources – also through third markets – are 
increasingly sought and developed. 

According to a survey conducted in 2009 by 
the European Union, over 150 Italian companies 
operate in Australia, employing about 19,500 
people, with an estimated turnover valued at  
$13.2 billion. These numbers have been constantly 
rising in recent years. 

The participation of Italian 
companies in the development 
of the Australian infrastructure, 
defence, mining and energy 
sectors is also rapidly growing. 
Data collected by the Embassy 
of Italy show that in the last 
four years, Italian companies 
have been awarded public 
procurement tenders for over 
$3.5 billion in the Australian 
infrastructure and defence 
sectors and over $8.2 billion in 
contracts for engineering works 
and equipments for the mining 
and energy sectors. •

embAssy of itAly

12 Grey Street  
Deakin, Canberra  ACT  2600   
tel: +61 2 6273 3333   
fax: +61 2 6273 4223 
email: ambasciata.canberra@esteri.it 
web: www.ambcanberra.esteri.it

consulate general offices 
Melbourne, Sydney

consulate offices 
Adelaide, Brisbane, Perth

honorary consulate offices 
Hobart, Griffith, Newcastle, Wollongong, 
Cairns, Townsville, Darwin

The Ambassador of Italy to Australia,  
His Excellency Mr Gianludovico de Martino

itAly

population: 60.8 million
capital: Rome
date joined the eec: 1957 
embassy opened in Australia: 1949

major italian exports to Australia 
• Industrial machinery and appliances
• Medicaments
• Chemicals
• Transportation  
• Food and beverages

major imports from Australia
• Coal 
• Wool
• Wheat
• Leather
• Beef

Strong commercial relations:  
Message from the Ambassador 




