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Celebrating 50 years: EU–Australia 119

Irish people have been part of the story of 
Australia since the arrival of the First Fleet in 1788.  

In the first 150 years, the Irish made up some  
30% of Australia’s population. They came as 
convicts, as free settlers, as refugees. Over time, 
they made their way in business, politics and the 
arts, helping shape the personality of the nation.  
To this day, Australia remains the most Irish country 
in the world outside Ireland. 

Today, a new wave of Irish people is arriving in 
Australia. They bring with them skills in a range 
of important areas. Australia welcomes them and 
they take pride in their contribution to this country.  

The relationship between Ireland and Australia is 
also strengthened by increasing trade, investment 
and tourism. Irish companies find a receptive 
market in Australia for their goods and services,  
in particular, high technology products used in the 
telecom, finance, health and education sectors. 
Australian companies are active in Ireland in 
financial services, manufacturing and retail.  
They are attracted by the competitive cost base, 
the ease of doing business and access to an  
EU market of over 500 million consumers.

Ireland’s membership of the EU adds an  
important dimension to its relationship with 
Australia. This year, Ireland assumes the 
Presidency of the EU for the 7th time, and marks 
the 40th anniversary of its accession to the EU. 
On the international stage, the United Nations 
provides the cornerstone of the engagement 
of both countries. We work closely together in 
favour of peace and security, the protection of 
human rights, the elimination of hunger and the 
protection of the environment.   

Ireland and Australia are bound by long-
established links and a deep and abiding empathy. 
We can look forward with confidence to the 
continued prospering of that warm relationship. •

embAssy of irelAnd 

20 Arkana Street  
Yarralumla, Canberra ACT 2600 
tel: +61 2 6214 0000  
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web: www.embassyofireland.au.com

consul general  
SydneyAmbassador of Ireland to Australia,  

His Excellency Mr Noel White

irelAnd
population: 4.6 million
capital: Dublin
date joined the eec: 1973 
legation opened in Australia: 1946
consulate general opened  
in sydney: 2000

major irish exports to Australia
• Medicaments (inc veterinary)
• Orthopaedic appliances
•  Pharmaceutical products  

(excl medicaments)
• Computers

major imports from Australia
• Alcoholic beverages
• Medicaments (inc veterinary)
• Medical instruments 
• Miscellaneous chemical products

Integral in Australia’s history: 
Message from the Ambassador




