
Greece

Greece and Australia share a close and cordial 
relation, basic parameters of which are the 
common historical bonds forged during the two 
World Wars, especially during the Battles of the 
Greek mainland and Crete in 1941, as well as 
the dynamic Greek–Australian community which 
numbers 700,000 people.

It was 60 years ago – on 30 March 1953 –  
that the first Greek Ambassador was posted to 
Canberra. Reflecting back, we are happy that 
Australian–Greeks have made substantial progress 
in all fields of life and a very promising younger 
generation of scientists, entrepreneurs and 
politicians has emerged. 

In 2012, Modern Greek, among the top three 
languages used in Australia, has been incorporated 
officially in the F-10 Australian curriculum. A very 
successful network of Greek studies has evolved  
in major Australian universities.

The creation of a Ministerial Consultative 
Committee on issues of interest to the Australian–
Greek community in August 2012 is an interesting 
institutional development in terms of further 
enhancing the interaction of the community with 
the Australian Government.

We are heartened by the fact that Greek–Australians 
show a particular interest in politics at all levels. 
Their participation at local government, as State  
or Federal MPs has been fruitful and with success.

There has been a regular exchange of visits at 
all levels between Greece and Australia during 
the last decade and a multifaceted institutional 
framework of bilateral cooperation is in place. 
Trade, investments, tourism, culture and youth 
mobility are the focal areas of the bilateral 
cooperation. The Greek merchant marine, ranking 
first globally, is the main carrier of Australian 
exports to the rest of the world. 

We appreciate also the fact that 
Australia has shown particular 
sensitivity and understanding 
regarding the aftershocks of the 
international financial crisis felt in 
Europe. My country has spared 
no effort to mobilise European 
solidarity and still undergoes 
unprecedented sacrifice to 
restructure her economy, regain 
competiveness and contribute 
to European recovery and global 
financial stability.

Congratulations to the EU 
Delegation for the initiative  
to publish a commemorative 
book on the occasion of the  
50th anniversary of the  
EU–Australia relationship. •
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His Excellency, Mr Haris D Dafaranos

greece

population: 11 million
Capital: Athens 
Date joined the EC: 1981 
consulate opened in Australia: 1926 
embassy opened in Australia: 1953

major greek exports to Australia
• Olive oil
• Vegetables 
• Dairy products 
• Aluminium 
• Pharmaceuticals
• Rubber conveyor belts

major imports from Australia
• Products of steel
• Non-ferrous scrap
• Pharmaceuticals
• Paper cardboard
• Legumes
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