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Germany

In 2012, both the EU and Germany celebrated 
milestone anniversaries of their diplomatic 
relations with Australia. While the EU was able to 
celebrate a golden jubilee, Germany could even 
add the splendour of diamonds, looking back at 
60 years of formal bilateral relations.

On this special occasion of the 60th anniversary of 
our bilateral relations in January 2012, the foreign 
ministers of both countries decided to take another 
step forward and move towards a new strategic 
partnership. During the past year, both foreign 
ministries have worked out the Berlin–Canberra 
Declaration which outlines the core elements of 
our bilateral relations. It was signed by both foreign 
ministers on 28 January 2013 in Berlin. 

Still, our relationship reaches much further back 
than the last 60 years. Many thousands of German 
immigrants have contributed to the exploration 
and formation of Australia from early on. The great 
explorer Ludwig Leichhardt and the pioneers of 
wine growing in the south are two examples of 
many generations of German immigration.

Today, we work together closely on a wide range 
of topics and in very different contexts, not only 
in the strictly bilateral sense. We also cooperate 
in the key multilateral fora, such as the G20 or 
the United Nations, and we cooperate on specific 
missions in third countries – be it for assistance 
purposes in developing countries, or for security 
reasons in Afghanistan. There is a solid, value-
based foundation underpinning our cooperation. 
We share certain basic ideas about how 
international affairs should be run, and we share 
a very solid network of people-to-people relations 
permeating all spheres of life.

Germany ranks among Australia’s top 10 trading 
partners. We count hundreds of German subsidiary 
companies in the country, which, jointly with their 
Australian partners, are moving towards sectors 

poised for innovation and growth. 
Hundreds of academic and 
scientific exchange programs 
facilitate this evolution.

Cultural exchange flourishes, 
visible in Australia in a growing 
number of high profile musical 
events and exhibitions –  
the recent great manuscript 
show from Berlin in the National 
Library being but one example. 
So we are looking forward also 
to contribute to this year’s 
Centenary celebrations of 
Australia’s capital by helping to 
stage a great piece of music by 
one of our major composers. •
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germAny

population: 82 million 
capital: Berlin 

date joined the eec: 1957 
consulate opened in Australia: 1850
embassy opened in Australia: 1952 

major german exports to Australia
• Cars and trucks
• Pharmaceuticals
• Machines
• Medical equipment
• Chemicals  

major imports from Australia
• Coal 
• Gold and other precious metals 
• Oil-seeds 
• Pharmaceuticals  
• Copper  
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