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A special partner for France: 
Message from the Ambassador

Australia is a very special partner for France.

We have so much in common. Not only the same 
values but our shared history. History of the 
discovery of Australia in which French explorers 
had such a great influence. The names, La Pérouse, 
d’Entrecasteaux, Baudin and Freycinet, are part of 
the shaping of modern Australia. History of the two 
World Wars when the youth of Australia gave their 
lives on our land – 60,000 young Australians rest 
for the eternity on French soil. Commemorating 
together the centenary of WW1 next year will 
tighten, if possible, our bonds. Recently, our 
common presence in Afghanistan was new 
evidence of what unites us. 

Geography also links us very closely. France has 
its longest maritime border with Australia thanks 
to our presence in New Caledonia. We also share 
a neighbourhood in Antarctica. As such, our 
relations cannot be dictated by the tyranny of 
distance but on the contrary, by physical proximity.

This proximity is reinforced by growing human 
exchanges. The French community in Australia is 
growing bigger and bigger everyday, and is now 
nearing 80,000 people. More and more Australian 
are visiting France (half a million a year!).

Our special partnership includes trade and 
investment, defence, and science and culture.  
But we can do even more on both sides, especially 
to mutually attract investments from companies  
of our countries.

So much to build on; so much to develop.

To go even further, at the beginning of 2012, 
France and Australia decided to sign a “strategic 
partnership” for common goals and a roadmap. 

Yes, definitely, Australia is a very special partner 
for France. •
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His Excellency Mr Stéphane Romatet

frAnce
population: 65.4 million
capital: Paris
date joined the eec: 1957 
consulate opened in Australia: 1842
embassy opened in Australia: 1959 

major french exports to Australia 
• Transportation equipment 
•  Industrial and agricultural machines, 

miscellaneous machines 
• Pharmaceutical products
• Chemicals, perfumes and cosmetics
• Products of food-processing industries 

major imports from Australia
•  Natural hydrocarbons and other  

mining products 
• Metals and fabricated metal products
•  Agricultural, forestry, fisheries and 

aquaculture products
• Diverse manufactures various
• Agribusiness products




