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‘Despite global 
economic uncertainty, 
the future of Australia–
EU relations is bright.’

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd

European integration since the end of World War II 
is a remarkable story of peace, stability and growth. 
Determined never again to experience the calamity 
of continental conflict, six countries – Germany, 
France, Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium and 
Luxembourg – banded together as the European 
Coal and Steel Community in 1951.

From these hopeful beginnings, the union 
expanded its coverage to economic issues – 
encapsulated in the common market – and later 
a joint political purpose. Today’s European Union 
numbers 28 Member States, as well as a Council 
of Ministers, a Commission and a Parliament –  
an historic achievement.

Australia’s formal ties with the EU began in  
1962 with the appointment of our first Ambassador 
to the then European Economic Community. 
Since that time, together we have built a dynamic 
relationship based on a shared commitment to 
freedom and democracy.

Australia and the EU are valued partners 
supporting global efforts to combat terrorism 
and weapons proliferation. We work to overcome 
the challenges of climate change and financial 
crisis, to promote sustainable development and 
encourage good governance. We collaborate 
closely in the United Nations, the G20 and the 
World Trade Organization.

In many ways, enduring cultural and people-to-
people ties are the backbone of our relationship. 
Today, 70% of Australians have European ancestry. 
Thirty thousand new European migrants arrive 
in Australia annually. Over one million Europeans 
visit Australia – and around the same number of 

Australians visit Europe – each 
year. Thousands of young people 
are studying in our respective 
education institutions or 
travelling under work  
and holiday visa arrangements. 

Economically we are close 
partners. The EU is the largest 
source of foreign direct 
investment in Australia and the 
second largest destination of 
Australia’s direct investment 
abroad. Annual two-way trade  
is worth over $80 billion.

Despite global economic 
uncertainty, the future of 
Australia–EU relations is bright. 
We are developing new ways to 
work together, including areas 
such as crisis management 
and development cooperation. 
Changing geostrategic dynamics 
will present opportunities and 
challenges for both of us.  
As it has been for the past  
50 years, the EU will be a crucial 
global player in this period of 
transformation.

I commend this publication 
as a proud record of past 
achievements and a sign of the 
growth and prosperity I’m sure 
we will achieve in the years and 
decades to come. •
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