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It gives me great pleasure to introduce this 
commemorative book marking the 50th 
anniversary of official EU–Australia relations.

The concept for the book arose from a series 
of public conversations held throughout 2012 
between Ambassadors of the EU Member States 
and Australian politicians, diplomats and officials 
about why the European Union was created and 
how relations between the EU, and its member 
countries, and Australia evolved. We also discussed 
the challenges facing us today and the way forward. 
These discussions were moderated by the ABC’s 
Paul Barclay, Network Ten’s Paul Bongiorno and Sky 
News’, Kieran Gilbert. My special thanks to all three 
for helping make these conversations interesting 
and vibrant. 

For anyone interested in listening to these 
conversations, podcasts are available on the  
EU Delegation’s website and also on the websites 
of the Radio National’s Big Ideas program and 
the Australian National University Centre for 
European Studies.  

Of course, these conversations were held 
very much against the backdrop of Europe’s 
financial debt crisis of the past three years 
and, as such, this topic was very much in the 
limelight. However, the conversations enabled the 
participants to go beyond the doom and gloom 
of many of the media headlines to engage in a 
more detailed analysis. This yielded a much more 
optimistic outlook, namely, that the EU would 
– as it has done with other crises in the past – 
overcome these challenges and emerge even 
stronger. From what we have observed in 2013, 
and the substantial progress the EU has made  
in improving economic and monetary union,  
this optimism is duly justified. 

Participants also agreed that the European Union 
was a force for good and had paved the way for 
peace and prosperity in Europe. The notion of 
future wars between EU Member States, such  
as World War I in which 60,000 Australians died, 
has become simply unthinkable.

The huge success of creating  
a single market of over  
500 million consumers across 
28 countries has made the 
EU a vital player in the global 
economy, notwithstanding the 
current crisis. Indeed, the crisis 
is propelling even much deeper 
economic integration. 

The advent of the Lisbon 
Treaty and the push for greater 
common foreign security  
policy has also given Europe  
a greater voice in global affairs 
– although there is still a lot 
more that could be done in this 
area. Former Foreign Minister 
of Australia, Gareth Evans, 
was explicit when he said that 
Europe was ‘punching below 
its weight’ when it came to 
foreign policy issues – and 
many in Europe would agree 
with him. While there was 
much agreement, there were 
also interesting differences of 
opinion which were teased out 
in these conversations.

I very much commend 
Celebrating 50 years: EU–
Australia to you, and I hope  
you find it informative as well  
as entertaining. •

Ambassador David Daly  
Head of the European Union 
Delegation to Australia and 
New Zealand
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