
The role of the EU Delegation  
in Australia 

The European Union is represented in Australia by 
a Delegation in Canberra which was established 
in 1981. By 1984, the Head of Delegation was also 
accredited to New Zealand. The Delegation has 
full diplomatic privileges and immunities with the 
Head of Delegation accorded full ambassadorial 
status in both Australia and New Zealand. 

The Delegation is responsible for the conduct 
of official relations between Australia and the 
European Union. In all matters pertaining to 
the European Union, the Delegation works very 
closely with the diplomatic missions of the EU 
Member States. 

The Delegation is the formal point of contact 
between the EU and the Australian authorities 
on issues which in Europe are handled at the 
EU level; it helps facilitate the negotiation and 
implementation of bilateral agreements.

The principal tasks of the EU Delegation in Australia 
are to represent the European Union and enhance 
relations in the political, economic, commercial, 
environment, social and cultural fields, including 
finding new opportunities for cooperation. 

As a diplomatic mission, the Delegation keeps the 
EU authorities fully informed of political, economic 
and social developments in Australia. 

The Delegation is the natural contact point for all 
who are interested in EU issues. It promotes and 
protects the EU’s interests and values in Australia. 
It also raises awareness of the EU and its policies 
among target audiences in Australia. This is done 
by developing relations with key interlocutors 
across the political, media, economic, commercial, 
education, environment, social and cultural fields 
at the federal and state level. 

the europeAn union
population: 504 million
delegation opened in canberra: 1981
two-way trade: $59.7 billion
eu investment in Australia: $637 billion
Australian investment in  
the eu: $356 billion

major european exports to Australia
• Medicaments 
• Passenger motor vehicles 
• Civil engineering equipment and parts 
• Pharmaceutical products 

major Australian exports to the eu
• Coal 
• Gold 
• Oilseeds 
• Alcoholic beverages

However, the Delegation does 
not deal with trade promotion 
or other issues which are the 
responsibility of the Member 
State embassies, consulates, 
trade commissioners or national 
tourism offices. 

The Delegation undertakes 
public diplomacy activities to 
promote the EU’s interests and 
engender a better understanding 
of EU affairs, its policies, purpose 
and aims. •

delegAtion of the europeAn union  
to AustrAliA 

18 Arkana Street 
Yarralumla ACT 2600 
AUSTRALIA 
tel: + 61 2 6271 2777 
fax: + 61 2 6273 4445 
email: delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu  
web: http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/
australia/

President of the European Commission,  
José Manuel Barroso and the Head of the  
EU Delegation to Australia, His Excellency  
Mr David Daly.
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