
Estonia

Relations between Estonia and Australia go back 
more than 90 years: Australia recognised Estonia 
in 1921 after Estonia’s acceptance into the League 
of Nations. In Australia, Estonia’s interests were 
represented by the Finnish Consulate until 1935, 
when Estonia appointed its own honorary consul. 
The work of the consulate was interrupted in  
1940, when the Soviet Union occupied Estonia;  
all official records were handed over to the 
Swedish Consulate for storage.

As a consequence of the occupation of Estonia, 
a large number of its citizens were forced to 
emigrate. Around 6000 of them founded their new 
homes in Australia. Estonia will always be grateful 
for the open-hearted welcome our countrymen 
received. Today, Australia has the seventh biggest 
Estonian expatriate community. In addition, 
Australia has become a prominent tourism 
destination for many Estonians. 

The relationship between our two countries is very 
good. In multilateral organisations, we share our 
commitment to peace, security and democracy.  
It is a great pleasure to promote increased cultural 
cooperation and mutual awareness of the rich 
culture of both our nations. We are proud to cherish 
our common heritage, bright examples of which are 
Arvo Pärt, a renowned composer, Honorary Doctor 
of Music of Sydney University, and Arvo Volmer, 
Music Director and Chief Conductor of Adelaide 
Symphony Orchestra. Our bilateral relations could 
be further developed through greater technological 
and economic cooperation.

I have full confidence in the continued 
development of our bilateral exchanges,  
as well as wider relations between EU and 
Australia. I sincerely hope our two nations can 
further develop together in all areas to ensure 
there is an even brighter future in the making. •

embAssy of estoniA

c/o Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Islandi väljak 1
Tallinn 150 49
Estonia
tel: +372 637 7200
fax: +372 637 7089
email: andres.unga@mfa.ee
web: www.vm.ee/?q=en/node/6610

consulate-general office
Suite 1, Level 2 144 Pacific Highway  
North Sydney NSW 2060 
tel: +61 (2) 8014 8999 
fax: +61 (2) 8079 6886 
email: consulate.sydney@mfa.ee 
web: http://sydney.vm.ee

honorary consulate offices
Brisbane, Perth

Ambassador of Estonia to Australia,  
His Excellency Andres Unga

estoniA
population: 1.3 million
capital: Tallinn
date joined the eu: 2004 
consulate opened in Australia: 1935

major estonian exports to Australia
• Wood, processed wood
•  Machinery and accessories  

for industrial use
• Instruments and apparates
• Fishing equipment
• Fish products and canned fish

major imports from Australia
• Wood
• Instruments and apparates
•  Measuring and analysing instruments
• Beef and beef products

Continued cooperation for a brighter future: 
Message from the Ambassador
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