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Cyprus

High Commissioner of Cyprus to Australia,  
His Excellency Mr Yannis Iacovou

cyprus
population: 862,000
capital: Nicosia 
date joined the eu: 1 May 2004
high commission opened  
in Australia: 1976

major cypriot exports to Australia
• Pharmaceutical products
• Halloumi cheese
• Sugars and sugar confectionery
• Wines

major imports from Australia
• Iron and steel
• Machinery
• Pharmaceutical products
• Meat (frozen)
• Optical goods

The Republic of Cyprus enjoys an excellent 
relationship with Australia and I am delighted 
to highlight this dimension on this celebration 
of 50 years of EU–Australia relations. Within the 
bilateral framework between our two countries, 
we continue to enhance our cooperation.  
We also cooperate through the dimension  
of the EU–Australia relationship.

The official visit to Australia by the President of 
Cyprus in May 2011, followed by the successful 
State visit to Cyprus of the Governor General of 
Australia in 2012 have provided a solid reaffirmation, 
at the highest level, of our strong, enduring and 
continuing links. These are underpinned by people-
to-people ties and the adherence to common 
principles and values shared by both our countries. 

During 2012, there were a number of reciprocal 
visits, including an all-party parliamentary visit 
to Australia at the invitation of the Australian 
Parliament, which contributed to our ongoing 
cooperation. In the economic sphere, we 
were delighted to welcome the high-powered 
participation of 20 Cypriot exhibitors at the Fine 
Food Australia fair in Melbourne (September 
2012), in our effort to support expanding trade 
and exports to Australia. 

The celebration of 50 years of EU–Australia 
relations coincided with the assumption of the 
Presidency of the Council of the European Union 
by the Republic of Cyprus during the second half 
of 2012. At the helm of the EU, Cyprus has actively 
participated in European affairs, promoting our 
common European objectives and contributing to 
the shaping of a better Europe, for the benefit of  
the people of Europe as a whole.

On the occasion of the Cyprus 
Presidency of the Council of 
the EU, there were a number 
of activities and cultural events 
across Australia, focusing 
on Cyprus’ rich culture and 
civilisation. Two significant 
exhibitions of Cypriot antiquities 
at the Ian Potter Museum of Art 
at Melbourne University and 
at the University of Sydney’s 
Nicholson Museum, provided 
insights into the island’s role and 
contribution to European and 
global cultural heritage.

I have no doubt that the level 
of engagement between our 
two countries and peoples 
will continue to expand in the 
years to come, taking also into 
consideration that Australia is 
home to the second-largest 
overseas Cypriot community. •
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