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Bulgaria

Ambassador of the Republic of Bulgaria to 
Australia, His Excellency Mr Krassimir Stefanov

bulgAriA
population: 7.5 million
capital: Sofia 
date joined the eu: 1 January 2007
embassy opened in Australia: 2004 

major bulgarian exports to Australia
• Cheeses and curds
• Loading and tamping machines
• Animal foods
•  Machines and instruments for sorting, 

breaking and mixing hard minerals
• Sheet iron and copper sheets

major imports from Australia
• Metal structures and parts
• Terracing machines
• Electric machines and appliances
• Pumps
• Wool

Many factors led Bulgaria to EU membership 
but one of the most significant is the feeling of 
belonging. Bulgaria is one of the oldest countries 
in Europe dating back more than 1300 years under 
the same name. Historically and culturally, it has 
always been a part of Europe.

The fall of the Berlin wall in 1989 and the 
democratic changes that followed gave Bulgarians 
the option to choose their future and the majority 
had no hesitation about it. The driving forces 
towards the EU were the European feeling and the 
attractiveness of the European project, offering 
freedom and opportunities. It was seen as a 
guarantor for security and irreversibility of the 
democratic process. It is indicative that in 1992,  
82% of the Bulgarians were supporting the 
country’s membership in United Europe, which 
became a reality for us in 2007.

The membership of Bulgaria in NATO and the EU 
gave impetus to its economic development and 
intensified its international relations, including 
relations with Australia. Until several years ago, 
there were almost no bilateral links between our 
two countries. In the last three to four years, we 
had more high-level political contacts than in the 
40 years since diplomatic relations between our 
two countries were first established. In 2009, the 
Bulgarian President visited Australia, the first-ever 
visit at such level. More and more Australians 
are discovering Bulgaria as an interesting tourist 
destination with a beautiful nature, rich history  
and culture, modern winter and summer resorts, 
good food and wine. 

I am very optimistic about 
the future of our relations and 
believe that our economic ties 
will also intensify, especially 
taking into consideration the 
active partnership between 
the EU and Australia. So far, 
Bulgaria has avoided the 
economic problems of other 
EU member countries, due to 
strict control over government 
spending, successful fiscal 
consolidation, stable monetary 
policy and the rebalancing of 
the economy. The fiscal budget 
deficit of 1.6% of GDP is  
well below the required 3%.  
The corporate tax of 10%  
is one of the lowest in Europe. 
The infrastructure has improved 
considerably. All this creates  
a favourable business  
climate of which many 
Australian businesses can  
take advantage. •

embAssy of the republic  
of bulgAriA

29 Pindari Crescent 
O’Malley, Canberra  ACT  2606 
tel:  +61 2 6286 9700
fax: +61 2 6286 9600 
email: embassy@bulgaria.org.au 
web: www.bulgaria.org.au

Increased political contacts and trade opportunities:  
Message from the Ambassador




