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Celebrating 50 years: EU–Australia 107

Ambassador of Belgium to Australia,  
His Excellency Mr Patrick Renault

belgium
population: 11 million 
capital: Brussels
date joined the eec: 1957
consulate opened in Australia: 1837
embassy opened in Australia: 1961

major belgian exports to Australia 
• Chemical products
• Pharmaceutical products
• Machineries and parts
• Transport material

main imports from Australia
• Coal 
• Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits 
• Lead ores and concentrates 
• Precious metal ores (gold excluded)

Bilateral relations between Australia and Belgium 
go back a long way, with the first Belgian 
consulates opening in Sydney in 1837 and 
Melbourne in 1851. This indicates that Belgian 
merchants were present in the early days of 
Australia and that, only seven years after Belgium’s 
foundation as an independent country, it was 
cultivating good foreign relations and mutual trade 
even with very distant communities. 

Nowadays, Belgium and Australia still enjoy 
positive and constructive relations with a fast-
growing bilateral commercial relationship. 
They share common values and have similar 
approaches and visions to many international 
issues such as gender issues, intercultural 
dialogue, the Kimberley process, multilateral trade, 
arms control, the ISAF operations in Afghanistan, 
whaling and Antarctica and so on.

The contemporary bilateral relationship between 
our countries is underpinned by binding historical 
ties stemming from World War I. Many Australians 
served in Belgium between 1916 and 1918, 
especially during the Battle of Messines and the 
Third Battle of Ieper. Of the more than 290,000 
Australians who served on the Western front 
(France and Belgium), 46,000 were either killed 
in action or died of their wounds. Belgium and its 
population will never forget the diggers’ sacrifice for 
their country. In this framework, the Centenary of 
World War I (2014–2018) will provide an interesting 
focus for bilateral commemorative activities. 

Belgium’s investment relationship with Australia 
significantly overshadows the trading relationship. 
In 2011, total Belgian investment in Australia was 
valued at A$12.6 billion, of which $5.6 billion was 
foreign direct investment. Australian investment to 
Belgium totalled $5.5 billion of which $3.9 billion 
was foreign direct investment. 

The total two-way trade in goods 
between Belgium and Australia  
is valued at approximately  
$3.8 billion. In 2011, Belgium was 
ranked as Australia’s 23rd largest 
merchandise trading partner. 
Australia on the other hand was 
ranked as Belgium’s 28th largest 
merchandise trading partner. •

embAssy of belgium

19 Arkana Street 
Yarralumla ACT 2600  
Canberra, Australia 
tel: +61 2 6273 2501 
fax: +61 2 6273 3392 
email: Canberra@diplobel.fed.be 
web: http://diplomatie.belgium.be/
australia/

honorary consulate offices 
Adelaide, Brisbane, Darwin, Hobart, 
Melbourne, Perth, Sydney

Relationship underpinned by historical ties: 
Message from the Ambassador




