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AustriA
capital: Vienna
population: 8.4 million
date joined the eu: 1995
embassy opened in Australia: 1964

major Austrian exports to Australia
• Machinery and industrial plants
• Vehicles 
• Processed goods 
• Pharmaceutical products

major imports from Australia
• Machinery and components
• Vehicles 
• Australian wine

Sharing similar values: 
Message from the Ambassador

Austria

Ambassador of Austria to Australia,  
His Excellency Dr Helmut Boeck

Ever since the formal establishment of the Austrian 
Embassy in Canberra in 1964, bilateral relations 
between Austria and Australia have grown steadily, 
culminating in the successful visit of the Austrian 
Vice-Chancellor and Foreign Minister, Dr Michael 
Spindelegger two years ago.

Austria and Australia obviously share a similar 
name, which sometimes gives rise to humorous 
mix-ups: when a prehistoric mummy, the so-called 
‘Ötzi’, was found at a glacier near the Austrian 
border, a newspaper headline proclaimed:  
“Ice-man found at Australian-Italian border”.  
But most importantly, Austria and Australia share 
the same values on the international scene.  
This regularly allows for joint action on a number 
of issues, especially as both countries are or 
have recently been serving on the UN Security 
Council in New York. Both have been actively 
engaged in fields such as nuclear proliferation and 
disarmament, terrorism, transnational crime and 
corruption, which are being dealt with at the UN 
Headquarters in Vienna.

Despite its relatively smaller size, Austria remains 
a global player, especially in the cultural field, 
partly drawing from its past, partly serving as an 
avant-garde innovator. Over the last years, the 
Embassy in Canberra has brought a variety of 
cultural and academic projects to the antipodes 
in cooperation with its well-established local 
networks and partners. 

As an active player in the 
European Union, Austria takes 
part in shaping its policy.  
With the further enlargement  
of the EU in South-East Europe, 
the EU is continuing its peace 
project born out of the ruins 
of World War II. With active 
Austrian involvement, the EU 
is helping these countries to 
overcome the bloody legacy  
of the Balkan wars in the 1990s 
in a pan-European setting. 
The continued successful 
implementation of this strategy 
will also prove the viability and 
validity of European solidarity 
and integration. •
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