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Message from Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn  

to his Excellency Mr Sali Berisha,  
Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania 

 
"Your Excellency,  
 
I would like to congratulate you on your re-election as Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Albania.  
 
Albania has demonstrated its readiness to advance on the European Integration path. The 
SAA has entered into force and is being implemented well. You have applied for EU 
membership. Moreover, good progress has been achieved on meeting the benchmarks for visa 
liberalisation but further efforts are needed. The Commission remains committed to 
supporting Albania on its road to the EU. 
 
Now that the elections have been completed in line with most OSCE commitments, there are 
important challenges ahead in terms of advancing the reform agenda. The parliament and the 
Prime Minister have a key role in this context. I encourage you, dear Prime Minister and your 
new Government to work together with the opposition in parliament on furthering the 
European reform agenda. I look to all political leaders to ensure that a constructive political 
dialogue is maintained in order to support these reforms. I expect this renewed dialogue to be 
reflected in future elections, in line with OSCE recommendations. 
 
It is up to Albania to demonstrate its capacity to move to the next stage of EU integration, in 
particular by improving the rule of law and by strengthening democratic institutions. Ensuring 
the independence of the judiciary, enhancing administrative capacity and continuing good 
implementation of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement are all important elements to 
achieve our shared goal of moving Albania closer to Europe. 
 
I wish you every success in tackling the challenges ahead and in working towards fulfilling 
Albania's European future.  
 
Yours Sincerely,  
 
Olli Rehn  
 


