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Europe goes to the polls 
 

From 4 to 7 June European citizens are choosing their representatives in the future assembly 
of the European Parliament (EP). About 375 million European have the right to decide who 
will represent their views for the next five years on issues such as world economic crisis, 
climate change and migration. These are only a few questions which new members of the 
European Parliament will have to address. 

This election is about setting the political direction of Europe for it is the EP which passes the 
European laws which directly affect every day lives of millions of people. The first results of the 
biggest trans-national election in history will be unveiled on Sunday, 7 June 2009. 

The EP also has a say in who can join the European Union. The EU Members States can decide 
on whether new members should join the Union, only with agreement of the European 
Parliament. Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey are the current 
candidate countries whilst Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia, as well as 
Kosovo are potential candidates. The European Parliament is assessing their progress and will 
have a say on whether these countries become Member States of the EU or not. 

The EP elections are held every five years. This seventh round of elections coincides with the 
30th anniversary of the first European election held by universal suffrage. Before that, from 1958 
to 1079, Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) were appointed by the national 
parliaments of Member States. The EP is the largest democratic parliamentary chamber in the 
world. It exercises political supervision over the EU's activities and takes part in legislative 
process. One of its biggest co-responsibilities is the EU budget. It also has the power to dismiss 
the European Commission.  

Since 1958, the EP and its role have changed considerably. The number of MEPs has increased in 
line with the successive enlargements of the EU. After these elections the EP will have 736 
MEPs originating from 27 countries. At the beginning it had merely consultative function, while 
nowadays it shares the co-decision on majority of EU legislation. Nrmally the EP holds its 
plenary sessions in Strasbourg and any additional sessions in Brussels. 

Visit the EP official website to learn more http://www.europarl.europa.eu.  

Press kit and communication tool kit are also available there. 
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