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Conference on Personal Data Protection in Albania 
 
 
TIRANA, 4 February 2009 – Within the framework of the €2.5 million, EU-funded 
project "Technical Assistance to the Government of Albania on the Modernisation of the 
Civil Registration and Address Systems", a conference on Personal Data Protection was 
held today in Tirana. The conference marked the participation of Albania to the Data 
Protection Day and served to introduce the new independent institution in charge of the 
protection of personal data in Albania. The Data Protection Commissioner will ensure 
that the right to be informed, have access, or rectify one's own data, as well as  the 
confidentiality and security obligations of data processing are respected. 
 
The conference was chaired by Mrs. Flora Çabej, the Commissioner for the Protection of 
Data of the Republic of Albania, and was attended by the vice Prime Minister Mr. Genc 
Pollo, the Minister of Justice Mr Enkelejd Alibeaj and Deputy Minister of Interior Mr. 
Genc Strazimiri as well as the heads of the public institutions of Albania and 
representatives of the diplomatic body in Albania.  
 
Mrs Flora Cabej, Commissioner for the Protection of Data of the Republic of Albania 
expressed that it was her deepest conviction that the adoption of the new law and the 
establishment of her office, are very important events and they will contribute in an 
essential way to the fulfilment of the aims, objectives and strategies of the country in 
respect of the human rights, in compliance with EU standards. 
 
Deputy Prime Minister Genc Pollo expressed the government full support to the 
Commissioner and announced that yesterday the Council of Ministers has taken the 
decision to allocate offices for the new Commissioner. 
 
 “The issue of Data Protection is of utmost importance for countries aspiring to accession 
as it will, amongst other things, enhance good governance and respect for human rights 
by protecting people’s lives from abuses as well as ensure that sensitive data and personal 
information are not revealed without consent”, said Mr Aneil Singh, Head of Operational 
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Section of the European Commission Delegation, while Ambassador Mr. Robert Bosch, 
Head of the OSCE Presence in Albania, stressed heavily that the establishment of this 
institution is vitally important for Albania as data protection is a basic human right and 
that the full enforcement of this right is a key issue for the OSCE Presence in Albania 
 
The head of the Council of Europe Data Protection Unit, Mrs Sophie Meudal-Leenders, 
was pleased to report that “the Data Protection Day, created by the Council of Europe to 
raise awareness about privacy and personal data protection was firmly taking route, with 
events organised in more than 30 European countries, EU institutions, as well as in the 
US, Canada and Mexico.” She said that the Council of Europe will continue to support 
the Albanian Government with regards to an optimal functioning of the independent 
institution on protection of personal data and that is compliant with European standards. 
  
The EC is currently planning to further support the capacities of the Data Protection 
Commissioner and NAIS, aiming at enhancing the enforcement of Data Protection 
requirements besides facilitating access to public information and services and 
developing e-governance.  


