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EUROPE VOTED. 
Special Edition 

European citizens voted in European Par-
liament elections, between 4 and 7 June 
2009. 736 Members of the European Par-
liament (MEPs) and 18 observers (“virtual 
MEPs”) were elected to represent some 
500 million Europeans, making these the 
biggest trans-national elections in history.
Slightly more than three quarters of the 
MEPs were elected on Sunday 7 June, 
but because of traditional polling days 

varying from country to country according 
to local custom, the other quarter  were 
elected in the three preceding days:
 Results Showed that Centre-right parties 
have triumphed over their left-wing oppo-
nents in this 2009 European Parliament 
elections.
This was the first European Parliament 
election that Bulgaria and Romania par-
ticipated in at the same time as the other 

member states. When they joined the EU 
in 2007, they held elections for MEPs out-
side the normal electoral calendar.
The EU parliament has evolved over five 
decades from a consultative legislature to 
one with the power to vote on or amend 
two-thirds of all EU laws. 
It has 736 seats and MEPs serve for five-
year terms. The number of seats each 
country has varies according to its popu-
lation. Germany, with a population of 82 
million, the biggest among EU states, will 
have 99 members. Malta, with a total pop-
ulation of just 410,000, will have only 5.
The parliament can also amend the EU 
budget - 120 billion euros or $170 billion) 
this year - and approves candidates for 
the European Commission, the EU ad-
ministration and the board of the Euro-
pean Central Bank.
European Turnout 42.94%
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EP elections - slight decline in turnout 
Brussels, late Sunday evening, 7 June: 
Parliament’s Chamber hosted a ‘results 
special’ where large screens showed 
polls and reaction from across Europe. 
Provisional turnout figures for the election 
are set at 42.94%, according to the TNS 

Polling agency. This is around the same 
level as 2004, with only a slight decrease 
by 1.55%. In 2004 the amalgamated turn-
out of the 25 Member States was 44.40 
%. Since then, Romania and Bulgaria 

have subsequently joined the Union.
Out of the 376 million EU citizens eligible 
to vote, 162 million people voted.
Turnout varied per country, some having 
a higher turnout than in 2004 and others 
with a decrease. The biggest turnouts 

were in Luxembourg with 91%, Belgium 
90.3%, (where voting is compulsory) and 
Malta with 78.8%. In the UK the turnout 
was 34.27% and in the Republic of Ire-
land 57.6%.  
 

It had initially been foreseen that the 
Treaty of Lisbon would have entered 
into force by the time of these elections, 
making them the first to be held under its 
provisions. However, primarily because 
of the failure of the referendum in Ireland, 
the framework established by the Treaty 
of Nice will be used again. Amongst other 
differences, the number of MEPs to be 
returned depends upon which rules are 
in effect: while 736 MEPs will be elected 
under the Nice rules, this number would 
have increased to 751 if the Lisbon Treaty 
were in force.
A further change that Lisbon would have 
brought was an increase to the powers 
of Parliament, including powers over the 
appointment of the President of the Euro-
pean Commission.[97] It had been sug-
gested by some that political parties could 

The biggest increase in turnout occurred 
in some of the smaller Member State

Speaking after the poll the President of 
the European Parliament, Hans-Gert Pöt-
tering, said that: “MEPs and the media 
need to work together - they are respon-
sible politically. We must ensure continu-
ous reporting of the EP’s work in coming 
years and I am sure the turnout will be 
better in 2014.”
Mr Pöttering compared the turnout with 
the US mid-term elections for the House 
of Representatives where the turnout is 
almost always below 50%. 

run with candidates for the Commission 
President;[98] with leaders now linking 
the post to elections and that convention 
having being enshrined in the Constitu-
tion, further encouraging the possibility.
[99]
In 2007, it emerged 
that current Commis-
sion President José 
Manuel Barroso would 
likely seek a second 
term,[61] which he 
confirmed on 19 July 
2008,[100] and he 
received the backing 
of French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy.[101] 
In beginning to for-
malise the emerging 
party-political nature 

Role of the Treaty of Lisbon
of the office, in early 2009 the centre-right 
People’s Party backed Barroso as their 
candidate and the centre-left socialists 
opposed, however they did not put for-
ward their own formal candidate.

2004 (%) 2009 (%)
Estonia: 26,83 43,2 + 16,37
Latvia 41,34 53,06 +11,72
Denmark 47,89 59,52 +11,63

Someof the "old"member states showeda decline:

2004 (%) 2009 (%)
UK: 38,52 34,27 -4,25
Italy 71,72 66,46 -5,26

With the biggest decreases occurring in:

2004 (%) 2009 (%)
Lithuania: 48,38 20,91 -27,47
Cyprus 72,5 59,4 -13,1
Greece 63,22 52,63 -10,59
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New European Parliament elected

The conservative European People’s 
Party group has preserved its position as 
the biggest bloc in the European parlia-
ment. Results of the 4-7 June elections 
show centre-right parties making sig-
nificant gains in some of the largest EU 
countries, including France, Italy, Spain 
and Poland.
The Socialist group lost ground but fin-
ished well ahead of the Liberal Democrats 
to remain in second place. The Greens 
picked up new seats, narrowing the gap 
with the Liberal Democrats.
The 736-member parliament will have a 
say in the make-up of the next European 
commission and, if the Lisbon treaty gets 
past a second Irish referendum later this 
year, on the new roles of EU president 
and EU foreign policy chief.
The MEPs will also help shape nego-
tiations on an international agreement on 
global warming. Other issues expected to 
come before the parliament in the months 
ahead include new financial regulation to 
prevent another crisis.
Some 388 million people were eligible to 

At the previous election member states 
were granted a fixed allocation of seats 
for election as determined under the pro-
visions of the Treaty of Nice (current al-
location is in the 2007 column below). 
The admission of Bulgaria and Romania 
midway through the previous Parliament’s 
term had increased the overall size of the 
assembly to 785, and under the terms of 
the Treaty of Nice it was mandated that the 
seat allocations be modified for this elec-
tion, dropping 49 seats to keep the overall 
size of the Parliament down.
It had been the stated desire of the mem-
ber-state governments to ratify the Treaty 
of Lisbon before the election so that its 
articles governing the European Parlia-
ment could enter force as of this election. 
However, this was blocked by the Irish re-
jection of the treaty in a referendum. Un-
der Lisbon, there would be a somewhat 
different allocation of seats, with fewer 
seats eliminated, leading to a slightly dif-
ferent distribution totalling 751 MEPs. If 
the Lisbon Treaty is subsequently ratified, 
it is planned to give the additional seats to 
the “increasing” countries already before 
the next elections, bringing the number of 
MEPs to 754 for a transitional period until 
2014.[94]
In order to have the additional MEPs ready 
at hand, 18 “phantom MEPs” will be elect-
ed at the election. These will get observer 
status in the European Parliament and full 
payment from the start, but only become 
full members after the Lisbon Treaty is rati-
fied.[95] To make them full MEPs will re-
quire a decision by the European Council.

Challenges ahead: financial and economic crisis, the Lisbon treaty 
and climate change.

vote in the elections. Turnout was under 
44%, less than in previous elections.
President Barroso thanked voters for ex-
pressing their views on the EU’s political 
future. “Overall, the results are an undeni-

Re-apportionment of seats

able victory for those parties and candi-
dates that support the European project 
and want to see the European Union 
delivering policy responses to their eve-
ryday concerns,” he said.
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Please visit the websites below or contact the Delegation of the 
European Commission to Albania
www.delalb.ec.europa.eu
www.europa.eu
www.ec.europa.eu/enlargement
www.eu2009.cz
Delegation of the European Commission to Tirana, Albania:
ABA Center, “Papa Gjon Pali II” Street, 17th floor,
Tirana , Albania

Telephone: (355) 4 2228320 or 2230871 - 2228479 -
2234284 - 2229851 Fax: (355) 4 2230752 or 2274412
e-mail: Delegation-Albania@ec.europa.eu
Publisher: Delegation of the European Commission to Albania
The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the European Commission
If you would like to receive the next edition please 
email: suela.thanasi@ec.europa.eu or contact the
Delegation of the European Commission to Albania
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Why did Europeans vote? How 
does the European Parliament af-
fect them?
 
Most plenary sessions of parliament are held in Strasbourg
The European Parliament has a considerable influence on the lives of EU citizens, 
whether they realise it or not. EU laws apply in all member states, and most laws passed 
by national parliaments are drafted in response to European directives (framework laws 
that have to be transposed into national law within a certain timescale). 
t is responsible for many important and practical issues - whether it’s helping businesses 
face the financial crisis or cutting unemployment, a cleaner environment or safer food, 
easier travel or cheaper phone calls.
The parliament is the only directly elected body in the European Union. The members 
of the European Parliament (MEPs) are there to represent citizens, as legislation is de-
bated, amended, and either rejected or approved. 

Reasons European Voted for the European Parliament :
The European Parliament plays a crucial part in EU decision-making addressing the 
areas of :
Budget & Finances 
Financial Crisis & Recovery Plan 
Climate Change & Environment 
Internal Market 
Transport 
Social, Employment and Education policies 
Food and Agriculture 
Justice, Freedom and Security 
Enlargement 
The EU in the World 
European Parliament 

• played a key part in the creation of the Euro
• plays a key part in deciding how the EU budget of some €133bn per year will  
 be spent
• has a decisive say on how the EU spends some €7.5 billion a year on Re  
 search & Development
• since its creation in 1992, the Single Market, created with the support of the   
 European Parliament, has put more money in your pocket
• 2.75 million extra jobs have been created over the period 1992-2006 as a   
 result of the Single Market
• the ERASMUS scheme, set up with the agreement of the European Parlia  
 ment, has given some 1.2 million students the opportunity to study in another  
 EU country
• the European parliament supports the EU’s fight against criminal activity,   
 such as catching the gangs who smuggle drugs or illegal immigrants   
 into Europe
• the European Parliament also called for the development of legal channels   
 for immigrants to enter the EU
• the European Parliament was co-legislator in establishing measures to detect  
 and prevent terrorist and criminal activities
• the European Parliament has a say in who can join the European Union
• with the support of the European Parliament, the EU is helping promote de  
 mocracy and good governance across the world
• with the support of the European Parliament, the EU is helping the 
 Palestinian Authority to improve the lives of Palestinian people and to work   
 towards a peace agreement with Israel

Voting system 

It varies from country to country, but all 
27 use some form of proportional rep-
resentation. Many countries just have 
one nationwide constituency. Some 
have a threshold (say 5%) which a 
party has to pass before it qualifies for 
a share of the seats. 

Do MEPs represent their national party 
or a European party?
MEPs often represent both a national 
party (such as the German Chris-
tian Democratic Union or the French 
Socialist Party, say) and a European 
party (such as the European People’s 
Party or the Party of European Social-
ists). 
Some MEPs (such as British Conserv-
atives) only belong to a national party 
- but even then, they are nearly always 
a member of one of the European 
Parliament’s parliamentary groups. 
Groups vote as a united bloc when 
they can, and have whips whose job is 
to promote group discipline. 
However, it is usually the national par-
ty which decides whether an MEP is 
selected to run again in the next elec-
tion. 

EU  736 seats 
Italy   72
Austria   17 
Latvia   8
Belgium   22 
Lithuania  12
Bulgaria   17 
Luxembourg  6
Cyprus   6 
Malta   5
Chez republic  22 
Netherland  25
Denmark  13 
Poland   50
Estonia   6 
Portugal   22
Finland   13 
Romania  33
France   72 
Slovakia   13
Germany  99 
Slovenia   7
Greece   22 
Spain   50
Hungary   22 
Sweden   18
Ireland   12 
United Kingdom  72


