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The Head of the European Commission 
Delegation to Albania, Ambassador 
Helmuth Lohan and UN Resident 
Coordinator and UNDP Resident 
Representative Mrs. Gulden Turkoz-
Cosslett travelled to Kukës to take stock 
of the impact of the Kukës Regional 
Development Initiative (KRDI), mainly 
funded by the European Commission 
(€4.63 million) and UNDP Albania 
(€433,000).   The local government in 
Kukës also contributed with additional 
funding for infrastructure works for more 
than €600,000.

Through the EC-UNDP partnership, 185 
community based organizations were 
formed, 75 small scale projects in the 
region of Kukës were implemented, and 
81,500 inhabitants of Kukës, Has and 
Tropoja districts today have access to 
better roads, better irrigation channels, 
water supply systems, access to better 
health care centres, better schools and 
kindergartens as well as  improved 
environmental conditions. 

Tangible development results achieved in the 
region of Kukës thanks to the EC-UNDP Partnership

One of the many projects funded by the European 
Commission for the benefit of the citizens of the 
region

An irrigation channel that concretely improves the 
lives of citizens in the region of Kukës, owing to the 
EC-UNDP partnership

Celebrating with children their new rehabilitated 
kindergarten

Ambassador Helmuth Lohan and Mrs Gulden Turkoz-
Cosslett with the children of a kindergarten who have 
benefited from the EC-UNDP partnership

Public space rehabilitated by one of the projects

Ambassador Helmuth Lohan and UNDP Resident 
Coordinator and Representative Mrs. Gulden Turkoz-
Cosslett inaugurate the rehabilitation of public space in 
the ‘Gostil’ quarter of Kukës

“I am very glad to see that these projects 
have brought clear and tangible benefits 
to the citizens of the District of Kukës 
in essential areas of life, such as health 
and education. Furthermore, what is 
remarkable about this Initiative is that 
the citizens did not remain aloof of the 
development process around them. Quite 
the contrary, they were instrumental in 
pinpointing their needs and therefore 
shaping the project activities and 
implementation. It also ought to be noted 
that the projects have been sensitive 
to gender equality in their activities, 
making sure to engage women as much 
as possible”, said Ambassador Lohan.

The KRDI project began in 2005 and 
lasted for three years. In general terms, 
it aimed at improving the lives of the 
citizens in the regions of Kukës through 
the rehabilitation of infrastructure such 
as water supply and sewerage systems, 
and school reconstruction for the poorest 
villages in the Kukës District. 

The project also sought to further 
strengthen the capacities of the local 
governments to collectively identify and 
plan development projects. 

A specific project component aimed at 
facilitating establishment of community 
based organizations, which represented 
the interests of the communities and 
led the process of identifying and 
implementing development works. 

All the development works were 
implemented by local companies which 
offered employment opportunities to 
local community members. 

Kukës Regional Development Initiative 
has been based on Kukës Millennium 
Development Goals Regional Develop- 
ment Strategy and as such has contributed 
significantly in advancing achievement 
of the goals in the region of Kukës. 

The EC–UNDP projects have comple- 
mented government efforts to integrate 
Kukës in the wider development process, 
improving lives of the citizens.
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for Albania in the European Commission 
Directorate General for Enlargement, 
visited the village of Gërdec in order to 
familiarise himself with the situation 
from close-up, consider and evaluate ways 
of best coming to help to the community 
affected by the tragic explosion of an 
arms dismantling plant in March this 
year. 

Accompanied by Ambassador Helmuth 
Lohan, Head of the EC Delegation to 
Albania, and Ambassador Robert Bosch, 
Head of the OSCE Presence in Albania, 
Mr Lange then visited the Civil Status 
Office in Vora to observe concrete 
results of the €2.5 million EU assistance 
project for the modernisation of the civil 
registry and address system in Albania. 
The project is being implemented by the 
OSCE Presence in Albania, in partnership 

with the Council of Europe. The project 
is supported with additional funding 
from Statistics Norway and the United 
States Government.

Mr Lange emphasised the importance 
of having the electoral infrastructure 
completed well in advance of the 2009 
general elections and stressed the 
importance of achieving timely progress 

Dirk Lange visits Gërdec and the Civil Status Office in Vora

regarding the completion of the civil 
registry, the Electoral Code and the 
election administration.

Mr Lange declared that “Albania should 
ensure that a reliable civil registry is in 
place and that identity documents in line 
with international standards are issued to 
all voters sufficiently in advance of the 
next parliamentary elections”.

Head of Unit for Albania in the European Commission Directorate General for Enlargement, Mr Dirk Lange, 
Head of the European Commission Delegation to Albania, Ambassador Helmuth Lohan and representatives 
of the Albanian government in the Civil Status Office in Vora

European Commission launches €5.5 million Police 
Assistance Mission 

The third stage of the European 
Community’s Police Assistance Mission to 
Albania (PAMECA III) was launched on 11 
September by Pierre Mirel, the European 
Commission’s Director responsible 
for Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, Serbia, Kosovo Issues.

From 2008 to 2011 the €5.5 million 
project will seek to improve and develop 
the capacities of the Albanian State Police 
(ASP) in key areas such as Organized 
Crime and Terrorism, Integrated 
Border Management, Public Order and 
Security, Human, Financial and Assets 
Management, and Strategic Advice. The 
Mission will further help the Albanian 
State Police to deliver contemporary, 

effective and citizen focused policing in 
order to improve the quality of life for 
Albanian citizens. Finally, the Mission 
will focus on democratic oversight and 
civilian control of ASP activities.
 
PAMECA III follows previous assistance 
worth a total of 10.8 million Euros under 
the acronyms of PAMECA I and PAMECA 
II. These projects were instrumental in 
designing the broad legal framework and 
setting up the structures of the Albanian 
State Police which the new PAMECA 
mission will help to develop.

“As Albania makes progress towards its 
European future, it is important that the 
Albanian authorities take full ownership 

of the concepts, methods and best 
practices proposed by the Mission and 
adapt them to the Albanian reality such 
that their full impact will be felt not only 
in the near future but for a long time to 
come”, said Mr Mirel during the launch 
conference. 

The project will be implemented under 
the leadership of a consortium made 
up of Northern Ireland Public Sector 
Enterprises in partnership with the 
United Kingdom Home Office and the 
Austrian Ministry of the Interior. Overall, 
12 long term experts from a number of 
EU Member States will assist the Albanian 
authorities in the course of the next 3 
years.

One of the traces of the tragic explosion 
that still remains in Gërdec

The official launch of PAMECA III gathered representatives from the European Commission, the 
implementing parties, the Albanian government and various other stakeholders

Albanian State police training enabled by 
PAMECA
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Dirk Lange visits Gërdec and the Civil Status Office in Vora EC provides €1.7 million to enhance the Free 
Movement of Goods between Albania and the EU 

A launching ceremony was held on 23rd 
September for two European Commission 
projects that assist the Albanian Ministry 
of Economy, Trade and Energy to develop 
institutional and legal reforms supporting 
the free movement of goods between 
Albania and the EU. The projects will 
thus help Albania take advantage of the 
opportunities offered by the Stabilisation 
and Association Agreement. 

€800,000 have been allocated to support 

Accreditation, Standards and Certification 
activities in the form of assistance to 
Drejtoria e Akreditimit (DA), the Albanian 
National Accreditation Body, and Drejtoria 
e Përgjithshme e Standardizimit (DPS), 
the Albanian National Standards body. 
A further €900,000 addresses Technical 
Regulations, Market Surveillance and 
Consumer Protection issues in the form 
of assistance to the Market Surveillance 
Directorate of the Ministry of Economy, 
Trade and Energy, the Albanian 

Consumers Associations and the General 
Technical Inspectorate. The projects will 
run for a period of two years.

Under the projects, the Albanian 
authorities will benefit from capacity 
building and training, and they will 
receive assistance in order to align 
Albanian legislation with the EU acquis 
in the quality infrastructure field. By the 
end of the projects it is expected that 80% 
of European standards will have been 
adopted by Albania. Moreover, the projects 
will further the development of consumer 
protection and market surveillance 
strategies, so that the Albanian public 
can find higher quality products in the 
market place (e.g. authentic brand-name 
clothing, toiletries, CDs and DVDs rather 
than counterfeit goods). 

During the official launch ceremony, the 
Head of the EC Delegation to Albania, 
Ambasador Helmuth Lohan emphasised 
the essential role of the free movement 
of goods for the internal market in the 
European Union. “The projects that 
were launched help Albania prepare for 
participation in the internal market, and 
they give a boost to all economic operators 
wishing to exploit the opportunities 
offered by the trade provisions of the 
Stabilisation and Association Agreement”, 
said Ambassador Lohan.

The official ceremony was followed by 
a visit of Ambassador Helmuth Lohan, 
Head of the European Commission 
Delegation to Albania, to the electrical 
ware market in Tirana with the purpose 
of illustrating to the media, and therefore 
the wider public, the concrete results that 
are expected from these projects.

EC-funded project to improve transparency in the 
use of Albanian taxpayers’ money
The €1 million Public Internal Financial 
Control (PIFC II) twinning project was 
launched, on 11th November, by the 
European Commission and will run 
until July 2010. PIFC II follows a first EC 
funded project that was implemented 
during the period 2005-2006 and focused 
on strengthening the internal auditing 
structures in the state institutions. 

As noted in this year’s Progress 
Report, Albania still lags behind with 
transparency in the use of taxpayers’ 
money by state institutions. Apart from 
the absence of a sound system of control 
in this area, there is a lack of know-how 

and expertise at a managerial level. 
PIFC II will address these shortcomings, 
for instance through assistance with a 
Financial Management Control Law. In 
line with EU standards, this law should 
set clear roles and responsibilities in the 
public sector regarding the use of funds; 
moreover, a manual will be prepared to 
explain how the use of public funds can 
be controlled, seminars will be held in 
order to raise awareness and training will 
be given to public administration. 

The Head of the European Commission 
Delegation to Albania, Ambassador 
Helmuth Lohan attended the launch 

ceremony. Speaking of the importance 
of the proper implementation and 
sustainability of this project and of well-
formulated policies and laws in the area 
of public internal control, Ambassador 
Lohan emphasised that “changes of 
power at government level should not 
lead to changes in the internal audit 
structures and staff”. 

PIFC II will be implemented by the 
National Audit Office (UK) together 
with its partner, the Polish Ministry of 
Finance.

Ambassador Lohan at the electrical ware market in Tirana to illustrate the concrete results to 
be expected from the EC-funded projects
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Please visit the websites below or contact the Delegation of the 
European Commission to Tirana
www.delalb.ec.europa.eu
www.europa.eu
www.ec.europa.eu/enlargement
www.ue2008.fr
Delegation of the European Commission to Tirana, Albania:
Rruga Durrësit, 127-1 , Tirana , Albania

Telephone: (355) 4 228320 or 230871 - 228479 -
234284 - 229851 Fax: (355) 4 230752 or 274412
e-mail: Delegation-Albania@ec.europa.eu
Publisher: Delegation of the European Commission to Tirana
The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the European Commission
If you would like to receive the next edition please 
email: suela.thanasi@ec.europa.eu or contact the
Delegation of the European Commission to Tirana
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The European Union offers the opportunity for 10 
Albanian pupils to participate in “EuroMed-Scola” 
Ten Albanian pupils, who have been 
selected through a competitive procedure 
to take part in the programme “EuroMed-
Scola”, met with Ambassador Helmuth 
Lohan, Head of the EC Delegation to 
Albania, Mrs Maryse Daviet, Ambassador 
of France to Albania, and the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Mr Lulzim Basha.

“EuroMed-Scola” is a programme that 
aims at promoting among youths values 
such as tolerance, freedom, peace and 
respect for human rights. It therefore 
brings together secondary school pupils 
from the age of 16 to 18, from the 27 
EU Member States and 12 states of the 
Euro-Mediterranean Partnership to 
discuss, debate and adopt resolutions 
on matters concerning the Union for 
Mediterranean / Barcelona Process and 
on issues of common interest for the 
Euro-Mediterranean Partnership. This 
year, which is also the European Year of 
Intercultural Dialogue, is the first time 
that Albania will be represented in the 
programme. 

As part of the programme, from the 
16th to the 17th November, the ten 
Albanian pupils will travel to Strasbourg 
where, together with other fellow pupils 
from different countries, they will be 
introduced to the European Parliament 

activity and will take part in seminars 
where different issues will be discussed. 
Simulating the work of the members of 
the EP, they will first sit in “Committee 
Sessions” and then in a “Plenary 
Session”, where they will debate and 
adopt resolutions. All the financial costs 
incurred from the participation in this 
event will be covered by the European 
Union.

In his greeting word to the pupils, 
Ambassador Lohan noted that “Albania is 

participating in this programme for the 
first time at the initiative of the European 
Parliament President Hans-Gert Pöttering. 
We are very glad that 10 young Albanians 
will be together with their European and 
Mediterranean colleagues and attend 
this important forum of dialogue and 
exchange. It is a good opportunity for 
them personally, but also in general for 
Albanian youth as this is part of Albania’s 
overall integration in European structures 
at large.”

Less, but more specialised courts
Experts working in the context of the EU 
funded Twinning Project “Enhancing the 
Judicial System in Commercial Matters” 
have drawn up recommendations to 
improve the administration of commercial 
justice in Albania. The recommendations 
include: 
- the adaptation of the Albanian Civil Code 
to meet EU rules regarding company law, 
unfair competition, insolvency, consumer 
protection, and dispute settlements; 
- enhancing the specialisation of 
judges in commercial matters through 
less mobility of specialised judges in 
commercial courts 
- the concentration of commercial 
matters at lesser number of district courts 
to improve efficiency, and 

- the monitoring of the duration of  court 
proceedings.  
These and other recommendations for the 
alignment of Albania’s commercial law 
with EU standards were presented today 
by the project experts and the Ministry 
of Justice.  The project has also given rise 
to a legislative reform action plan for 
improvement and harmonisation of the 
current legal and institutional framework 
for commercial law, as well as to a manual 
on the new Albanian company law. The 
manual will be widely disseminated to 
the private and public sector. 

“An improved performance of the judiciary 
in dealing with commercial cases will 
lead to an increase of confidence from 

the public and the business community. 
It will positively affect private sector 
development, and in particular foreign 
direct investment, because investors rely 
on the proper application of law and a 
measure of predictability in conducting 
their business”, said Ambassador 
Helmuth Lohan, Head of the European 
Commission Delegation in Tirana.

The €1 million Twinning Project 
“Enhancing the Judicial System in 
Commercial Matters” started in October 
2007 and will end in June 2009. It is 
being implemented by the Albanian and 
Austrian ministries of justice.

Ambassador Helmuth Lohan and the Albanian pupils who travelled to Strasbourg to take part in 
the EuroMed-Scola Programme


