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Slovenia took over the rotating Presidency 
of the EU on the 1st of January 2008. 
During the next six months of this year its 
programme underlines the process of the 
further enlargement as a high priority. 
Ljubljana says that accession negotiations 
with Croatia and Turkey “will continue 
on the basis of their progress towards 
fulfilling EU membership criteria”, and 
that “together with its partners from the 
Western Balkans, the Presidency will aim 
to strengthen European prospects for the 
Western Balkan countries”.
Further more, “to encourage, refresh and 
consolidate the network of Stabilisation 
and Association Agreements with 
Western Balkans countries” is high on 
the Agenda. This process “has proved to 
be an efficient strategic instrument for 
enhancing stability and for promoting 
reform in the region”. These countries 
have made solid progress in recent years, 
five years since the historic Thessaloniki 
summit. The Slovenian programme 
notes that: “Our goal is to take further 
steps to enable accelerated introduction 
of European standards in the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia 
Montenegro, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and 
Albania”. In this framework it is important 
to highlight that within 2008 several key 

milestones in the transition process are 
expected. More concretely speaking it is 
the review of the Thessaloniki Agenda; 
the likely conclusion of the SAA network; 
and the reinforcement of regional 
cooperation in various areas of mutual 
interest.
This significant element of the Slovenian 
Presidency programme was further 
explained by Mr. Janez Lenarcic, 
Slovenia’s State Secretary for European 
Affairs. According to him: ”the security 
and prosperity of the EU would be best 
served if there were further progress of 
the countries in the region on their way 
towards EU integration. We are aware that 
this process will take time. We should 
also explore the possibilities to further 
anchor the region in the EU-integration 
process through practical measures in 
areas like visa liberalisation, transport, 
energy, research and the like.”
Slovenia took the Presidency of the 
European Union at a crucial time, when 
the delicate and complex issue of Kosovo, 
should be resolved. Its programme 
notes that: “The Presidency will actively 
encourage the formation of highly 
consensual solutions to ensure the long-
term stabilisation of the Western Balkans. 
The EU and its world partners will have 

to play a more prominent role in solving 
the Kosovo issue, including negotiating 
the final status of Kosovo. The situation 
in Kosovo will have a significant impact 
on the Union’s positions, in particular 
in terms of security, law and order, the 
status of ethnic minority groups and the 
ability of Kosovo to contribute to stability 
in the Western Balkans. The Presidency’s 
actions will be based on the 2007 
December European Council conclusions 
and will focus on further preparations for 
the Donors’ Conference for Kosovo and 
further support for its progress in the 
Stabilisation and Association process.”
Slovenia also underlines the symbolism 
in assuming the EU Presidency. “It 
confirms the historic legitimacy of 
the decision to unite the European 
continent and in doing so overcome 
its unnatural division. Indeed, it is a 
tribute to the courage with which both 
Western democratic nations, and Central 
and Eastern European nations recently 
liberated from totalitarian communism, 
seized the historic opportunity of the end 
of the Cold War”. As Slovenia does not 
have its own diplomatic representation 
in Albania, the local EU Presidency 
is ensured by the French Embassy to 
Albania.

Slovenian Presidency of the EU gives enlargement high priority

Perspektivë
PerspectiveEU 0

1
/2

0
0

8

2Albanian Government 
and European 
Commission sign 
2007 IPA National 
Programme

3Albania joins EU research 
programme.
As from 1 January 2008, 
Albania participates in the 
EU’s Seventh Research 
Framework Programme (FP7)

4The 2008 European 
Year of Intercultural 
Dialogue kicks off in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia



2

E
U

 P
E

R
S

P
E

C
T

IV
E

The Minister of European Integration, 
Mrs. Majlinda Bregu and the Head of 
the European Commission Delegation 
to Albania, Ambassador Helmuth 
Lohan signed the Financing Agreement 
between the Albanian Government 
and the European Commission for the 
implementation of assistance under the 
Instrument for Pre accession Assistance 
(IPA) 2007 National Programme on 
22 January. The allocation for Albania 
under IPA 2007 National Programme is 
€ 49.3 million. The financing agreement 
provides a list of project proposals to be 
financed by EU assistance. These projects 

million for the National Programme is 
part of the first component of IPA 2007 
for “transition assistance and institution 
building”. The remaining € 5 million 
under this component are allocated for 
the participation of Albania in multi-
beneficiary programmes such as Tempus 
and Erasmus Mundus.  
With the 2007 IPA 2007 National 
Programme budget, projects on 
improvement of water supply and 
sewerage systems of Albania (€24 million), 
support to the penitentiary system (€10 
million), to the police (PAMECA III 
– €5.5 million), support to SMEs (€3.4 
million), and the General Directorate of 
Tax (€2.5 million) will be financed. IPA 
2007 aims as well at providing Albania 
with assistance for alignment with EU 
standards of Albanian statistics (€2.85 
million) and strengthening of capacities 
of the Albanian authorities to manage EU 
assistance in a decentralised manner (€1 
million).  
Ambassador Lohan stated that: “with this 
first IPA annual programme, the European 
Commission shows its continuous 
support to the pre-accession process of 
Albania.  The European Commission 
expects the Albanian administration 
to increasingly assume ownership of 
programming and take over responsibility 
for the implementation of activities”. 

have been identified and approved by 
the Albanian Government and have 
the overall objective to assist Albania to 
integrate into the European Union. 
The IPA instrument covers the countries 
with candidate status and potential 
candidate status. The total IPA allocation 
for Albania for 2007 is € 61 million. From 
this amount, as a potential candidate 
country, Albania can benefit from the IPA 
components for “transition assistance 
and institution building”, € 54.3 million 
and “cross-border co operation”, € 6.7 
million. 
The financing agreement of € 49.3 

Albanian Government and European Commission sign 2007 IPA 
National Programme

The 17th meeting of the Consultative 
Task Force and the 11th meeting of the 
Joint Committee between the EU and 
Albania were held on 5 and 6 December 
2007. These meetings allowed the 
Commission and the Albanian authorities 
to engage in fruitful discussion on issues 
including electoral reform and reform 
in the fields of rule of law, fiscal policy, 
internal market and social policies. The 
discussions covered also reforms in the 
sectors of energy, transport, environment, 
information society and agriculture and 
fisheries. The talks focused in particular 
on priorities identified in the framework 
of the political dialogue between Albania 
and the EU, and Albania’s obligations 
under the Stabilisation and Association 
Agreement (SAA). 
The Commission underlined that 
respect for democratic principles is 
a fundamental tenet of the SAA. It 
encouraged the Albanian political leaders 
to take all necessary steps so that the next 
Parliamentary elections are held in full 
conformity with international standards. 
The Albanian authorities agreed with 
the Commission that strengthening the 

rule of law is a key underlying factor for 
Albania and its progress towards the EU. 
The Commission welcomed Albania’s 
initiatives in fighting corruption and 
organised crime and encouraged Albania 
to sustain its efforts. It called on Albania 
in particular to further pursue judicial 
reform, to adopt further systemic 
measures to fight corruption, and to 
strengthen its efforts to fight money 
laundering and to protect witnesses. The 
Commission underlined that successful 
reform requires constructive co-operation 
among political parties. 
The Commission welcomed the measures 
taken by Albania to smoothly implement 
the Interim Agreement and Albania’s 
constructive role during the negotiations 
and ratification of the revised Central 
European Free Trade Agreement. The 
Commission also welcomed Albania’s 
ratification of the European Common 
Aviation Area Agreement and encouraged 
Albania to ensure proper implementation 
of this agreement. The Commission 
expressed satisfaction concerning the 
positive trend on collection of customs 
revenue, the developments in the fields 

ON THE 17TH MEETING OF THE CONSULTATIVE TASK FORCE AND THE 11TH 
MEETING OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE BETWEEN THE EU AND ALBANIA

of audiovisual policy, public procurement 
and competition, as well as Albania’s 
efforts to simplify business registration 
and to strengthen customs capacity.  It 
encouraged Albania to make further 
progress as regards intellectual property 
rights, addressing the informal economy, 
security of energy supply, information 
society and veterinary and sanitary 
issues. 
The Commission assured Albania that 
it will continue to play its part under 
the agreements signed with Albania and 
more broadly through the Stabilisation 
and Association process.  Minister Bregu 
assured the Commission that Albania 
will continue to show determination 
in fulfilling the commitments it has 
undertaken.
The Albanian delegation to the 
meetings was led by Minister of 
European Integration, Ms Bregu. The EU 
delegation was led by Ambassador Saba 
d’Elia, Ambassador of Italy to Albania, 
representing the EU Presidency, and Mr 
Dirk Lange, Head of Unit for Albania at 
the European Commission.

The Minister of European Integration, 
Mrs. Majlinda Bregu and the Head of the 
European Commission Delegation to Albania, 
Ambassador Helmuth Lohan
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The European Union makes available 
€1 million for a new project to support 
Albania’s efforts in the fight against 
organised crime. The project will be 
implemented through a twinning 
arrangement between the Home 
Office of the United Kingdom and the 
Albanian Ministry of Interior. It will help 
the ministry set up a comprehensive 
strategy coupled with a training and 
development programme for the fight 
against organised crime and to boost 

in the area of law enforcement. He 
added that the project also indicated 
the continued commitment of the EU 
towards a more effective fight against 
organised crime in Albania.
The concept of “twinning” implies a 
close partnership between public sector 
administrations in the beneficiary 
country and a Member State. As part 
of the partnership, long, medium and 
short-term experts from Member States 
are seconded to the beneficiary country 
administration. 

The main long-term expert from the 
Home Office of the United Kingdom will 
be hosted in the Albanian State Police 
premises for up to 24 months to help with 
the preparation and the implementation 
of training and other support activities 
intended to support the fight against 
organised crime.

international cooperation in this field.  
The aims of the project will be achieved 
through a combination of advice and 
assistance with operational support. 
Assistance in the field of organised crime 
will include developing covert policing 
capacity, evidence gathering and use of 
specialist equipment. This will relate in 
particular to the formulation of strategic 
tasks and the transfer of know-how from 
the United Kingdom. The project will also 
address questions of practical cooperation 
between different law enforcement 
agencies in daily work.
“This project should ultimately lead to 
long lasting changes in investigative 
mentalities and practices, as well as to 
concrete operational results. It should 
thus help restore public confidence 
in the rule of law in Albania”, said the 
Head of the EC Delegation to Albania, 
Ambassador Helmuth Lohan during the 
launch event of the project. Mr. Lohan 
underlined that this twinning project 
follows and builds upon previous EC 
funded projects for capacity building 

EU SUPPORTS THE FIGHT AGAINST ORGANISED CRIME IN ALBANIA

Albania joins EU research programme
As from 1 January 2008, Albania 
participates in the EU’s Seventh Research 
Framework Programme (FP7). In line 
with a Memorandum of Understanding 
signed on 17 December with the 
European Commission, Albania is now 
associated to the programme. With this 
new status, Albania can take part in all 
calls for proposals and can compete on 
an equal footing with EU Member States 
for research co-operation and support 
actions funded by the programme. 
The agreement is intended to assist the 
country’s wider relations with the EU, 
allowing scientists, universities and 
companies to create links with their 
counterparts across Europe and build up 
their scientific expertise, including in 
scientific fields crucial to implementing 
the body of EU legislation. 
Janez Potočnik, the Commissioner 
for Science and Research noted with 
optimism that: “I strongly believe that 
the countries of the Western Balkans have 
much to gain from participating in FP7, as 
part of their EU membership perspective.” 
He underlined that “Working with EU 
scientists and companies, and other 
scientists and companies in their 
own region, can bring many benefits 
– scientific, commercial and political. I 
applaud Albania for the decision which 
they are taking today to work with us and 
their regional partners.”
The Albanian Minister of Science and 
Education considered the Memorandum 
“a major development which will bring 
enormous benefits to the Albanian 
scientific community and to the whole 
country”. Mr. Genc Pollo underlined 

stimulates the mobility of researchers 
and has special programmes to support 
capacity building, with special calls 
for the Western Balkan countries and 
international cooperation actions aimed 
at improving the dialogue among regional 
partners. Commissioner Potocnik pointed 
out that the Balkan countries have a 
solid scientific base, and deeper research 
cooperation with the EU will allow for a 
greater flow of ideas, people and transfer 
of technology.

Other countries in the Western Balkans 
region are already associated to FP7 – 
Serbia, Croatia, and the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia.

that” Albania is now officially part of the 
Seventh Research Framework Programme. 
It opens up new perspectives and offers 
incredible opportunities to the Albanian 
researchers and scientists. Their projects 
based on merit can now be financed in 
cooperation with different EU partners; at 
the same time through working together 
they will be integrated in the European 
scientific research programmes. This is 
an important step forward in Albania’s 
attempts for full EU integration”.
The Seventh Research Framework 
Programme is the biggest EU programme 
with a budget of more than €50 billion 
over a time span of 7 years (2007-2013). 
It allows for funding of collaborative 
research in strategic areas such as health; 
energy; information technologies, 
nanotechnology or transport. FP7 also 

Handshake between Genc Pollo, on the left,
and Janez Potočnik
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The European Year of Intercultural 
Dialogue 2008 was officially launched 
in the capital of Slovenia, Ljubljana, on 8 
January, to mark the start of its Presidency 
of the EU. Present in this ceremony were 
the country’s highest dignitaries led by 
the President of the Republic Dr Danilo 
Turk and the Prime Minister Janez 
Janša. The European Commission was 
represented by its Commissioner for 
Education, Training, Culture and Youth, 
Ján Figel’, while the European Parliament 
was represented by its President Dr Hans-
Gert Pöttering. The grand opening 
culminated in an impressive artistic 
programme featuring poetry reading and 
musical performances as well as short 
films and modern dance.  
In his greeting message Commissioner 
Ján Figel’ referred to the multicultural 
Europe and its enormous internal 
cultural diversity as an important wealth. 
Focussing on this important issue he 
went on to explain that: “The expansion 
of the EU and migration are only 
increasing this diversity. We therefore 
need more dialogue between cultures as 
a contribution to a higher level of mutual 
understanding between various nations, 
ethnicities and religions, in order to 
overcome nationalism and xenophobia.” 
Furthermore, Commissioner Figel’ 
added another significant element to this 
point by stressing that the will of all EU 
institutions is to protect and promote 
this diversity in the future. “As a result 
of globalisation, demography, migration, 

of European enlargement and internal 
mobility, Europe is becoming more 
mixed. Our cultures, our languages, ethnic 
groups and religions are increasingly 
in daily contact. We know that this 
tendency will, if anything, continue to 
grow. It is part of our world and it is our 
task to make sure it succeeds,” he said. 
The Prime Minister of Slovenia shared 
the same view. Referring to the Year of 
Intercultural Dialogue Mr. Janez Janša 
said that it offered Europe an opportunity 
to strengthen its belief in itself, in its vital 
force and in the mission of European 
cultures and secondly to intensify 
dialogue with other cultures and, 
through contact with them, overcome 
prejudice, achieve growth, mutual 
enrichment and magnanimity. “The 
European Union is always based in its 
ability to respect difference and diversity, 
based on universal human rights and 
values. The path of intercultural dialogue 
is the path of strengthening the most 
solid foundation for peace and prosperity 
on our planet”, concluded the Prime 
Minister.
The official launch of the Year was 
preceded by a conference entitled 
“Intercultural Dialogue as the 
Fundamental Value of the EU” on 7-8 
January. There the representatives of civil 
society from across Europe in the fields 
of culture and art, science and education, 
media and sustainable development 
discussed some of the challenges 
presented by a multicultural Europe. 

Commission reviews 
enlargement and looks ahead

The Council of European Union in December 2007 reviewed a report provided by the 
EU’ s Court of Auditors on the management of the CARDS programme of assistance to 
the countries of the Western Balkans. Its most significant finding was that “the main 
approaches used by the Commission were most effective and appropriate”. Following 
this message the EU Council noted “with satisfaction” that the European Commission was 
successful in ensuring that aid was delivered quickly under this important programme. 
Overall, the Council agreed with the report that the programme was “largely successful in 
contributing to stability and reconstruction in the recipient countries”.
The Court of Auditors noted a few problems, in the way the aid was received and absorbed 
by the recipient countries. In particular the report said that the €5 billion aid programme 
from 2000 to 2006 was sometimes delivered more quickly than receiving countries were 
able to benefit from it. Another major concern was that ownership was not always fully 
secured. 
The report also drew attention to another problem. The countries of the Western Balkans 
due partly to their insufficient absorption capacities, and partly to insufficient focus on 
institution building, were not always fully effective in improving their administrative 
capacities. Following the detailed analyses of this report the Commission indicated that 
it has already taken and will continue to take the findings into account in managing the 
Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance which replaced CARDS and other pre-accession 
aid programmes in 2007.

EU ministers endorse Court of Auditors Special Report on CARDS

The 2008 European Year of Intercultural 
Dialogue kicks off in Ljubljana, Slovenia

The European Commission in December 
2007 analysed the progress achieved 
during 2007. In an official declaration 
following the discussion, it pointed out 
that in general 2007 has been “a good 
year for Europe”. It noted as well that 
“the Commission remains committed to 
delivering results in 2008”. 
Regarding the enlargement process, 
which remains a top priority, the EC 
underlined as a significant achievement 
the fact that “negotiations have 
progressed well with Croatia”. It considered 
as another important development 
during 2007 the fact that negotiations 
on some of the EU acquis chapters were 
opened with Turkey. The Commission 
in this declaration underlined as well as 
an important step forward the fact that 
“in spite of problems”, Stabilisation and 
Association Agreements were initialled 
with Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina.
The Commission meeting looked 
ahead to the main challenges of 2008. 
It noted that future enlargement will 
continue to remain among the Slovenian 
Presidency’s priorities. The Commission 
stressed that “in view of Slovenia’s 
geographical location and history, it 
will also wish to pursue the process of 
European integration in the countries of 
the Western Balkans.”
At the request of the Slovenian 
authorities that took over the Presidency 
of the European Union on the 1st January 
2008, the Commission will provide a 
Communication on the Western Balkans 
on 5 March. In line with the Commission’s 
November 2007 enlargement strategy 
paper, this Communication will point the 
way forward for the region in following 
up on the 2003 Thessaloniki agenda 
and the 2006 Salzburg Communication 
‘The Western Balkans on the road to the 
EU: consolidating stability and raising 
prosperity’. Moreover it will set out a 
number of new initiatives for promoting 
people-to-people contacts, civil society 
development and good governance 
respectively. This Communication will 
also seek to enhance economic and 
social development, including through 
improved donor coordination and 
measures for disaster prevention.


