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Albania has now a brand new Pre-Trial 
Detention Centre in full accordance 
with the most advanced international 
standards. Inaugurated in Vlora, 
Southern Albania, on 21 February 2008 
with EU assistance, the Centre provides 
accommodation for 115 pre trial detention 
inmates and is well equipped with medical 
facilities, a visitors’ area, workshops, 
offices, laundry and kitchen. The works 
on Vlora’s new Pre Trial Detention Centre 
lasted for approximately 14 months for a 
total budget of €3.7 million.
Present at the inauguration ceremony 
were the Albanian Minister of Justice, Mr. 
Enkelejd Alibeaj, the Austrian Minister 
of Justice Mrs. Maria Berger and the 
Head of the Delegation of the European 
Commission to Albania, Ambassador 
Helmuth Lohan. 
Ambassador Lohan in his message 
underlined two important elements. 
“I am convinced that the new Centre 
will help Albania move from standard 
setting to implementation in an area 
that is so important for civil and human 
rights. It brings first of all a concrete 

improvement in the conditions of pre-
trial detainees. But it contains another 
significant symbolic message. It shows 
that EU is determined to assist Albania in 
developing all the elements of a proper 
state where all the aspects of the rule of 
law are in place. It is important to note 
the significance of the fact that not only 
the infrastructure, but the legislation as 
well should be brought to the standards 
of the European Union,” he said.
The Austrian Justice Minister praised 
as well this investment and promised 
further cooperation with the Albanian 
authorities. Mrs. Maria Berger noted that: 
”This is a very good investment from our 
side. First of all, because we bring here 
our Austrian experience, which is a good 
one, regarding the pre detention systems. 
Moreover, Austria in the framework of 
Euralius Programme is seriously engaged 
to assist the Albanian judiciary. I am 
fully convinced that we shall continue 
to closely cooperate in the future. I 
promise that our assistance will always 
be available”.
The Albanian Minister of Justice was quite 

enthusiastic. Mr. Enkelejd Alibeaj noted 
that: “It is time to express our gratitude 
to the European Commission and the 
Austrian government for all the assistance 
given to improve the infrastructure and 
for their serious engagement to assist the 
legal system as a whole; an assistance 
which is quite important, needed and 
welcomed”. 
This Centre is a product of the 
“Masterplan for the Albanian Pre-Trial 
Detention System” which identified the 
construction and furnishing of the Pre-
Trial Detention Centre Vlora as a priority 
investment. The design of six additional 
Pre-Trial Detention Centres identified 
in the Masterplan (Fier, Elbasan, Berat, 
Gjirokaster, Kukes, Shkodra) will be 
funded from EU assistance programmes 
starting in May 2008. This will be followed 
by the construction of the Fier and 
Elbasan Pre-Trial Detention Centres with 
EU financial support. Discussions about 
EU funding of additional construction 
activities are currently under way.

EU ASSISTS THE ALBANIAN JUDICIARY: NEW PRE-DETENTION CENTER 
INAUGURATED IN VLORA
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One of the main challenges of the new 
Albanian democracy is to improve the 
judiciary system. It remains as well one 
of the major concerns of the European 
Union institutions and constitutes a 
major condition for Tirana’s further EU 
integration process. This is why this sector 
is constantly receiving much attention, as 
well as financial and expertise assistance 
from a number of European sources. 
This time it is the again the EC and 
the Council of Europe that launched 
in February 8th in Tirana a jointly 
funded project to support the School of 
Magistrates of Albania. Worth € 400 000 
its aim is to enhance the management 
and operational capacity of the School. 
The project will last 18 months and will 
focus on the training of 360 magistrates, 
60 teachers and 20 students. 
The opening event of the EU-funded 
project implemented by the Council of 
Europe “Support to the Sustainability 

expectations. Mrs. Arjana Fullani said 
exclusively for the Newsletter that: “The 
project will consolidate and further 
improve the sustainability of our School. 
It will considerably assist us to improve 
the training skills, as well as to strengthen 
the administrative and pedagogical 
capacities of our institution. We shall 
benefit a lot from the advice of the 
Council of Europe’s visiting experts. They 
will also organize workshops and training 
sessions with prosecutors and judges. The 
project will also cover the preparation of 
brochures and other study materials”. 
The Director a.i. of Cooperation in Human 
Rights and Legal Affairs from the Council 
of Europe, Margaret Killerby shared the 
same view as the other hosts when she 
underlined that the projects will have 
quite an impact in improving the whole 
judicial system. “A high quality justice 
system for citizens is closely linked to the 
appointment of able and independent 
magistrates who have reached a high 
standard after following high level legal 
and judicial training,” she said.  
The Council of Europe and the European 
Commission have been working together 
in Albania since 1993 through successive 
joint programmes, with a focus on 
reforming the legal system and raising 
human rights standards to European 
levels. 

of the School of Magistrates of Albania” 
was hosted by the Head of the European 
Commission Delegation to Albania, 
Ambassador Helmuth Lohan, Arjana 
Fullani, Director of the School of 
Magistrates and Margaret Killerby, 
Director a.i. of Cooperation in Human 
Rights and Legal Affairs from the Council 
of Europe.     
“The project will help set up a funding 
mechanism for the school that does 
not rely on external assistance. At the 
same time, the school should remain 
an independent institution within the 
Judiciary that provides for education 
and training for Albanian’s judges and 
prosecutors.  This and the financial 
sustainability of the magistrates’ school 
are also priorities of the European 
Partnership in the judicial reform sector,” 
underlined Ambassador Lohan.
The Director of the School of Magistrates 
is highly enthusiastic and has high 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE SUPPORT 
THE SCHOOL OF MAGISTRATES OF ALBANIA 

The Albanian Minister of European 
Integration, Mrs.Majlinda Bregu, the 
Minister of Interior, Mr. Bujar Nishani 
and the Minister of Justice, Mr.Enkelejd 
Alibeaj were in Brussels for a two-day 
visit (12-13 February) in another round 
of consultative meetings with top 
EU officials. They met with the Vice-
President of the European Commission 
Mr. Franco Frattini, Mr. Michael Leigh, 
Director General for Enlargement and 
Mrs. Doris Pack, Head of the Delegation 
for the Southeast Europe of the European 
Parliament.
The aim of these meetings was to brief 
the EU counterparts on the progress 
achieved so far by Albania in a number of 
important sectors. The main issues under 
discussion were the cooperation between 
the opposition and the ruling coalition 
on the two key reform areas: the judiciary 
and the electoral system. They reported 
on the progress marked so far regarding 
the preparations on producing the 
biometric passports, identification cards, 
civil registry and the address system. 
Of major interests were the steps taken 
in the fight against organised crime, 
cooperation with international partners 
following the approval of the Integrated 
Border Management Strategy and its 
implementing measures.

Following the meeting with the Vice-
President of the European Commission, 
the Ministers said that they received 
encouragement for the reforms 
undertaken, mainly on the reform of the 
justice system which is well underway. Mr. 
Franco Frattini assessed the amendments 
to the law on the judiciary system as a 
substantial step in combating corruption. 
He appreciated the amendments to the 
Criminal Code that were approved quite 
recently by the Albanian Parliament.
Mr. Frattini notified the Albanian Senior 
Ministers that he will visit Tirana in early 
March so as to open the dialogue on visa 
liberalisation between Albania and the 
EU countries. He added that “concrete 
proposals are underway for the Member 

ALBANIAN SENIOR MINISTERS REPORT TO BRUSSELS ON REFORMS
States in order to facilitate the free 
movement of the third countries citizens. 
These proposals shall be submitted to the 
Council and are related to the next EU 
strategy on border management”. 
 The Albanian delegation also met with 
members of the European Parliament 
Delegation for the Southeast Europe 
headed by Mrs. Doris Pack. She 
appreciated “the tangible improvements 
produced by the judicial reform and 
encouraged the political parties to 
carry on the cooperation”. She said she 
felt optimistic “that within June 2008 
the electronic civil registry shall be 
completed, but further efforts are need to 
supply the citizens with the identification 
cards and biometric passports”.

Second-year law students at Albania’s 
Magistrates School in Tirana

The Minister of Integration, theMinister of Interior and the 
Minister of Justice during official meetings in Brussels
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The OSCE Presence in Tirana, the 
Delegation of the European Commission 
and the Council of Europe in Albania 
marked the Data Protection Day on the 
28th of January in a jointly organized 
activity in Tirana. Their respective 
representatives emphasized the 
significance and the absolute necessity 
for Albania to have a modern and quite 
efficient protection system in full 
conformity with the European standards. 
Hubert Petit, Charge d’affaires of the 
Delegation of European Commission to 
Albania underlined this message stressing 
that: “The establishment of a Data 
Protection Framework is a priority of the 
European partnership document between 
Albania and the EU”. He went on to explain 
that: “The EU-funded project to deliver 
technical assistance to the Government 
of Albania on the modernization of the 
civil registry and address system provides 
for the alignment of the current law on 
personal data protection with the acquis 
communautaire and the Council of 
Europe Convention on the protection of 
personal data.” 
The representative of the Council of Europe 
noted with satisfaction that the Albanian 

Government has positively reacted to 
this necessity through the preparation 
of a draft law on data protection with 
expertise from the Council of Europe 
and under the auspices of a project 
funded by the EC and implemented by 
the OSCE Presence. But Mrs. Delphine 
Freymann, as the Council of Europe 
Special Adviser in Albania underlined 
that: “The best way to see in practice the 
determination of Albania to comply with 
European standards on Data Protection is 
by adopting and implementing the new 
law and giving to the new Commissioner 
for Data Protection the power to act as 
an independent authority following the 
well-established European model.” 
The Head of the OSCE Presence 
Ambassador Robert Bosch stressed 
another important aspect that the 
Albanian authorities should well take 
into consideration at this particular 
stage. “The Assembly needs to carry out 
an efficient review and approval of the 
draft law to ensure that privacy issues are 
addressed before the computerized civil 
registration system starts functioning,” 
he said. 
The Data Protection Day was marked for 

International organisations assist Albania to
establish an efficient data protection system

The European Commission supports the Albanian Government in 
modernising the country’s address and civil registration systems
Modernising the Albanian civil 
registration system, including the civil 
status services, the printing of certificates, 
creating voter lists as well as the needs of 
future users of the civil registry constitute 
a very important and immediate 
challenge for the Albanian government. 
Thus the European Commission is 
supporting the Albanian authorities in 
modernising the country’s address and 
civil registration systems through a 2.5 
million Euro project implemented by the 
OSCE Presence in Albania in co-operation 
with the Council of Europe and Statistics 
Norway. The project started in February 
2007 and will continue until October 
2009.
In an attempted to provide a better 
insight on how the civil registration 
system of Albania will look like after this 
EU funded project is completed, on 19 
February2008, the Albanian Ministry of 
Interior and the OSCE Presence in Tirana 
organised  a joint workshop.. .
The Head of the European Commission 
Delegation to Albania, Ambassador 
Helmuth Lohan underlined in his 
message the EU’s most significant concern 
for a successful electoral reform in the 
country. “The term “a successful electoral 
reform” means an electoral system which 
is agreed upon well in advance before the 
date of the next election in 2009. We are 
underlying this message because it is 
only in that way that this system will be 

As one of the hosts of this workshop, the 
Albanian Interior Minister informed that 
the process of the transferring all personal 
data into the electronic registry has 
already started and is concluded in Tirana 
and in a few other administrative centers 
in the South. Minister Bujar Nishani 
underlined that this process constitutes 
a major challenge for the administration. 
”The Albanian Government considers the 
modernisation of civil registration system 
one of its top priorities. To that end it has 
planned the necessary financial support. 
It has approved the draft law for the 
data protection which will be approved 
shortly in the Parliament. Our aim is to 
offer a long term and efficient solution. 
At the same time we need to keep up the 
pace regarding the computerisation of 
the data,” he said. 

supported by the necessary infrastructure 
and logistics. That is why on behalf of 
the European Commission, I would like 
to draw the attention on the importance 
of progress in this direction”, said 
Ambassador Lohan. 
The Head of the OSCE Presence in 
Tirana expressed his satisfaction with 
the progress achieved so far by the 
Albanian government regarding the 
computerisation of the citizens’ data. 
But Ambassador Robert Bosch noted 
that: ”The modernisation of the civil 
registration system is a complex task. In 
order to ensure that all aspects are taken 
into account, it is important that there is 
a sufficient consultation with the future 
users of the system. Information-sharing 
is the key to guarantee the best result. 
It is vital as well to set up the national 
network of civil registry offices “.

EU’s European Partnership
with Albania

the first time on 28 January last year on 
the initiative of the Council of Europe 
supported by European Union. It aims to 
inform European citizens about personal 
data protection and of what their rights 
and responsibilities are in that regard.

The February 18 General Affairs and 
External Relations Council agreed 
on the principles, priorities and 
conditions contained in the EU’s 
European Partnership with Albania 
- one of the key elements in the 
Stabilization and Association process 
for the Western Balkans. It updates 
the current Partnership, identifying 
renewed priorities for further work 
on the basis of the findings of the 
Commission’s 2007 progress report 
on Albania’s preparations for further 
integration with the EU.

Head of European Commission Delegation in Albania, Ambassador Helmuth Lohan (left), 
Albanian Interior Minister, Bujar Nishani and Head of the OSCE Presence in Albania, 
Ambassador Robert Bosch (right), at a seminar on modernizing the civil registration 
system in Tirana                  
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adopted a resolution declaring Kosovo 
independent, European Union foreign 
affairs minister discussed the matter in 
the General Affairs and External Relations 
Council of February 18. The statement 
that ministers agreed “took note of the 
fact that the resolution commits Kosovo to 
the principles of democracy and equality 
of all its citizens, the protection of the 
Serb and other minorities, the protection 
of the cultural and religious heritage and 
international supervision”. The Council 
reaffirmed its commitment to fully 
and effectively support the European 
perspective for the Western Balkans, and 
asked the European Commission to use 
Community instruments to promote 
economic and political development. 
It also emphasised “its conviction” that 
“Kosovo constitutes a sui generis case”.
European Enlargement Commissioner 
Olli Rehn welcomed the European 
unity and the balance shown in the 
conclusions on Kosovo. They show 
that the EU “is both ready and able to 
steer the process of stabilisation in the 
Western Balkans”, he said. He also called 
on people in Kosovo and in the region 
“to remain calm, to show restraint and 
maintain peace and stability and refrain 
from any provocations or respond to 
any provocations”. No violence can 
be tolerated in Kosovo or in the wider 
region, he insisted.
“The European Union has once again 
successfully passed the test showing its 
unity and adopted a common view on 
recent developments in Kosovo”, said 
Dimitrij Rupel, Slovenian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and President-in-office of 
the Council. He added that recognition of 
Kosovo is a matter for individual Member 
States: “The EU as a union of 27 countries 
does not recognize any country”.
On February 16, the day before the 
declaration, the EU had already decided 
to launch an EU Rule of Law Mission in 
Kosovo - in line with the conclusions of 
the December 2007 European Council. 
The mission, known as EULEX Kosovo, 
and conducted under the EU’s security 
and defence policy, is expected to be 
fully operational after a four months 
transition period. It will consist of EU 
police, justice and customs experts, 
who will mentor, monitor and advice 
Kosovo authorities, judiciary and law 
enforcement agencies in their progress 

towards sustainability and accountability 
ensuring that these institutions are free 
from political interference and adhering 
to internationally recognised standards 
and European best practices. EULEX 
KOSOVO shall implement its mandate 
through monitoring, mentoring, 
and advising, while retaining certain 
executive responsibilities, in particular 
in order to ensure the maintenance and 
promotion of the rule of law, public order 
and security.
“The European Commission will support 
these efforts with technical assistance 
programmes and policy advice”. Rupel 
described the mission as an integral part 
of “the EU’s long-term efforts towards 
stability of the Western Balkans”.
The head of EULEX is French former 
general Yves de Kermabon. Once it reaches 
full operational capability, the mission 
will have around 2,200 international 
police officers, judges, prosecutors and 
customs officials and approximately 
1,200 local staff. The initial mandate is 
for two years. The budget for the first 16 
months has been set at 205 million Euro. 
European Enlargement Commissioner 
Olli Rehn announced on February 19 
that “in addition we are also preparing 
a high level donors conference to be 
held before the summer break to address 
Kosovo’s economic and social needs”. 
The EU is the largest donor to Kosovo (it 
has provided around Euro 1.8 billion to 
date) and in 2007-2010 it will allocate 
more resources to Kosovo per capita than 
to any other place in the world.
In parallel with the decision on launching 

EU responds to Kosovo’s declaration of independence

the EULEX mission, the EU has also 
appointed Dutch diplomat Pieter Feith 
as its Special Representative in Kosovo. 
His mandate includes offering advice 
and support in the political process, 
promoting overall EU coordination 
in Kosovo, providing local political 
guidance to the EULEX head, and helping 
the development and consolidation of 
respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in Kosovo.
The EU is convinced that it is important 
for the regional stability to create a 
democratic and multi-ethnic Kosovo 
with full respect for the rule of law 
and cooperating peacefully with its 
neighbours. This includes extensive 
measures to safeguard the future of all 
communities in Kosovo, creating a basis 
for Kosovo’s sustainable economic and 
political development. 
The EU is working in Kosovo on the 
understanding that there will be a major 
shift from international governance 
towards Kosovo governance. “We will 
have to reflect on how to develop trade 
relations, visa facilitation and other 
concrete measures for Kosovo, because it is 
essential that we help Kosovo to help itself 
to stand on its own feet”, said European 
Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn 
on February 19. And as EU Special 
Representative Pieter Feith puts it: “We 
are assuming different responsibilities 
than the UN from whom we are taking 
over. Therefore the transfer is not from 
the UN to the EU, it’s from the UN to the 
Kosovo government. They will have the 
ownership and the responsibility”.

Handshake between Hashim Thaçi, on the left, 
and Olli Rehn


