
Perspektivë
PerspectiveEU Ju

ne
 2

00
9

Albania - Montenegro
EU-funded project of €1.1 million on border 
cooperation
The inauguration of the Joint Border Point 
in Muriqan/Sukobin , through a fund of 
€1.1 million of the European Commission 
,will increase and modernize border co-
operation bewteen Albania and Montene-
gro.. This is the first border crossing point 
in the Western Balkans and both sides 
have high expectations as to its success.  
The purpose will be toencourage trade 
and integration between Albania and 
Montenegro, and assist the countries in 
their fight against organised crime, cor-
ruption and illegal migration.
“This funding is an investment in peace 
and development” declared Head of the 
EC Delegation to Tirana, Ambassador 
Helmuth Lohan during the inauguration 
ceremony 
Strengthening border controls and travel 
document security are principal tools not 
only in the fight against organised crime, 
corruption and illegal migration, but also 
challenges the 2 countries have to face in 
meeting the European standards during 
their integration process. 
The reason EU funded this joint project 
between Albania and Montenegro is to 
assist these countries in their efforts to 
border management and control with bet-
ter results.
Albania and Montenegro  Prime ministers 
signed  a protocol to enable and simplify 
the operation of thisjoint border crossing 
point as regards police and customs con-
trol, and phytosanitary andveterinary in-
spections. As border activity between the 
two countries is jointly regulated,tangible 
results will also come in the form of trade 
and economic development, especially 
forthe poor border regions. The facilita-
tion of the movement of goods, services 
and personsenabled by harmonised and 

faster procedures at the border will foster 
economic and social exchange between 
the two countries.
The Head of the EC Delegation to Tirana, 
Ambassador Helmuth Lohan emphasised 
the political significance of this initiative, 
observing that “this joint border crossing 
point between Albania and Montenegro 
is an initial step to replicate between two 
potential candidate countries the vote of 
confidence that EU Member States have 
given each other by eventually abolish-
ing their borders altogether to allow the 
free movement of goods and services, 
persons and capital. As Albania and Mon-
tenegro run this border crossing point 

harmoniously, as they jointly enforce the 
same standards of border control and 
management, they build confidence in 
each other opening the way to further co-
operation.” Ambassador Lohan recalled 
that the common EU perspective of the 
region, a perspective of peace and stabil-
ity, greatly depends on regional coopera-
tion too, as exemplified by this joint bor-
der crossing point.
The Joint Border Crossing Point between 
Albania and Montenegro forms part of a 
network of 12 border crossings between 
Albania and its neighbours that are being 
constructed with EC financial support to-
talling €5.4 million.



Institutions and Human Rights (OSCE/
ODIHR), declared:”The new electoral 
code agreed to by both main political 
parties introduced a number of important 
improvements and safeguards, in par-
ticular with regard to voter registration 
and identification. It is unfortunate that 
the high level of distrust among parties, 
the use of official events for campaign 
purposes and allegations of pressure on 
voters did not increase public confidence 
in the election process.”
On 29 June, Enlargement Commission-
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Albania Voted
OSCE: Some improvements but violations persist
Albania’s parliamentary election proc-
ess, which concluded with a nationwide 
vote on June 28, showed improvements 
but violations persist, according to the 
Organisation for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE).
Observers noted tangible progress with 
regard to the introduction of new voter 
registration and identification proce-
dures, and the adoption of an improved 
legal framework. However, they also 
expressed concern at the “politicisation 
of technical aspects of the process and 
violations observed during the campaign 
which undermined public confidence in 
the electoral process”.
“The country has matured, it has made 
progress, and many of the fears we had 
only some months ago have not mate-
rialised. I’m certainly happy about the 
progress we saw, but there are also a 
considerable number of issues that need 
to be tackled, in particular the polarised 
political climate”, said Wolfgang Gross-
ruck, vice-president of the OSCE Parlia-
mentary Assembly and special coordi-
nator of the OSCE short-term observer 
mission.
Ambassador Audrey Glover, head of 
the long-term election observation mis-
sion of the OSCE Office for Democratic 

er Olli Rehn endorsed these preliminary 
conclusions. “I agree with the OSCE/
ODIHR election mission statement that 
the definite assessment of the elections 
cannot be done before the vote counting 
and tabulation is completed. However, 
these elections clearly underline the 
need for the Albanian political leader-
ship, across the party lines, to work hard 
in order to conduct elections in the future 
which fully meet international standards 
and have high public confidence of the 
Albanian voters”, he said.



3

E
U

 P
E

R
S

P
E

C
TI

V
E

Finalisation of the EU funded project of € 2,1 million 
“Strengthening the capacities of the Ministry of 
European Integration”.

On 12 June 2009 in Tirana was held the 
national conference “Towards Europe” 
which was the finalisation of one of the 
EU most successful funded projects in 
Albania  “Strengthening the Ministry of 
European Integration”. The project pre-
sented its final results which showed the 
significant improvements achieved in 
the  last 2 years by the Ministry of Inte-
gration regarding coordination in moni-
toring the implementation of the SAA as 
well as the EU assistance programmes. 
The €2.1 million assistance project un-
der CARDS programme, assisted the 
Ministry of the European Integration 
over a period of 30 months.  Referring 
to the project objectives, strengthening 
the administrative capacities of the Min-
istry of Integration as well as other min-
istries and governmental institutions in 
order to meet the SAA challenges over 
the past thirty months project activities 
consisted in trainings of around 1000 

EU is preparing to allocate another fund of € 3 million.

civil servants, 104 events (workshops, 
roundtables, trainings, info sessions), 6 
study visits, as well as the drafting of 
guidelines on the approximation of Al-
banian legislation with EU standards, 
on inter institutional coordination, on 
IPA programming and implementation. 
As a result, the capacities of the Ministry 
of European Integration to coordinate, 
manage, and monitor the ongoing EU 
integration process and the execution 
of EU assistance have been strength-
ened. The project has thus helped set 
up some of the conditions required for 
successful steering Albania “towards 
Europe”, namely institutional and leg-
islative mechanisms that structure and 
facilitate coordination and dialogue 
between different government depart-
ments.
On the occasion of the National Confer-
ence, the Head of the EC Delegation 
to Tirana, Ambassador Helmuth Lo-

han emphasised the importance of the 
next steps in terms of enforcement of 
legislation, functionality of institutional 
frameworks, and stability of public ad-
ministration. Ambassador Lohan noted 
that the European Commission would 
closely monitor the country’s perform-
ance in implementing the Stabilisation 
and Association Agreement, and re-
called that “in little more than two weeks 
from today, Albania has the opportunity 
to demonstrate that she has reached an 
essential level of democratic maturity, 
namely the capacity to organise and 
hold free and fair elections in line with 
international standards. The European 
Union and Albania’s friends and part-
ners elsewhere are observing this test 
with utmost attention and interest.”
Over the next two years, the EU will 
continue to support the Ministry of Eu-
ropean Integration through two further 
projects worth a total of € 3 million.
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Please visit the websites below or contact the Delegation of the 
European Commission to Albania
www.delalb.ec.europa.eu
www.europa.eu
www.ec.europa.eu/enlargement
www.eu2009.se
Delegation of the European Commission to Tirana, Albania:
ABA Center, “Papa Gjon Pali II” Street, 17th floor,
Tirana , Albania

Telephone: (355) 4 2228320 or 2230871 - 2228479 -
2234284 - 2229851 Fax: (355) 4 2230752 or 2274412
e-mail: Delegation-Albania@ec.europa.eu
Publisher: Delegation of the European Commission to Albania
The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the European Commission
If you would like to receive the next edition please 
email: suela.thanasi@ec.europa.eu or contact the
Delegation of the European Commission to Albania
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Sweden, which took over the rotating EU 
Council presidency from the Czech Re-
public on 1 July, will have a packed agen-
da when it comes to enlargement.
The presidency’s work programme recog-
nises enlargement as the EU’s “primary 
instrument for creating stability, democ-
racy and prosperity in Europe”. Continu-
ing the enlargement process, it says”,is of 

strategic importance to ensure peace and 
progress in an open, united Europe” and 
as such the EU should “stand by its com-
mitments and the established principles 
in the area”. Presenting the presidency’s 
priorities to journalists in Brussels on 22 
June, Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt 
said: “It is highly important that the entire 
Western Balkans region moves forward, 

Sweden takes over EU Council Presidency

even if not at the same speed “ this being 
a merits-based process for each country.” 
The EU membership application from Al-
bania, which the Council received on 28 
April, would be passed on to the Com-
mission in the coming months. Montene-
gro’s application, handed to the Council 
in December 2008, was passed to the 
Commission on 23 April. In both cases, 

Bildt expected the Commission’s exami-
nation of the applications “to take at least 
a year”. Granting of candidate status to 
Montenegro and Albania will depend on 
the Commission’s assessment of the two 
countries’ readiness, and specifically their 
fulfilment of the Copenhagen criteria.
As regards the former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia, an EU candidate country 

which has yet to begin accession negotia-
tions, decisions on additional steps in the 
country’s EU integration process would 
depend on the Commission’s assessment 
in its progress report to be published in 
the autumn, said Bildt.
Bildt said the issue of Kosovo would be 
dealt with “pragmatically” and that the pri-
ority was promoting its economic and so-

cial development, a task rendered more 
difficult by the global economic crisis.
In relation to the border dispute between 
Slovenia and Croatia, Bildt said it was 
“time for a period of reflection in both coun-
tries” and that the onus was on Ljubljana 
and Zagreb to resolve the issue bilaterally 
before further progress could be made in 
advancing Croatia’s accession bid.


