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EC-Albania Working Party on transport, energy and 
environment discusses the country’s progress 
towards the EU

On 29 January, the European 
Commission and the Albanian 
authorities held one of their regular 
Working Party meetings to exchange 
views on developments related to 
Albania’s progress in its path towards 
the EU. The discussions focused on 
a range of issues related to Albania’s 
implementation of the Interim 
Agreement and its preparations for 
the Stabilisation and Association 
Agreement in the fields of transport, 
energy, environment and regional 
development. 
The development strategies, the 
undertaken reforms, investments in 
the areas of transport, energy and 
environmental protection were some 
of the topics presented and discussed 
during the working party which was 
held  at the Ministry of European 
Integration
In the area of energy, the meeting 
dealt with the implementation of the 
Energy Community Treaty, energy 
efficiency and the use of renewable 
sources, nuclear safety as well as 
strategies for a secure supply of 
energy. Finally, the Working Party 
considered matters of regional 
development such as cross border 
cooperation and the necessary legal 
and institutional framework. 
The concerns of the European 
Commission representatives related 

to Albania’s difficulty in supplying its 
consumers with electricity. A lack 
of primary energy resources, no 
network of gas resources, limited 
production and interconnection 
capabilities, and full dependence 
of its power production on hydro 
resources, are some of the difficulties 
highlighted by the EC. Other topics 
discussed  included approximation  of 
national legislation, including data on 
implementation and enforcement and 
on the implementation of commitments 
under the Energy Community Treaty 
as well as  the Albanian Government’s 
Strategy on Energy, Transport and 
the Environment. 

The latest governmental plans and 
budgetary forecasts regarding road, 
rail, air, maritime and combined 
transport were presented and 
discussed in detail. With respect 
to the environment, the main 
issues were pollution hot spots in 
the country, water and sanitation 
strategy, international conventions 
on nature protection and waste 
collection. Environmental protection 
and safety, has become an issue for 
Europe  and Its member countries 
and meeting European standards 
is important for Albania. Finally, the 
Working Party considered matters of 
regional development such as cross 

border cooperation and 
the necessary legal and 
institutional framework. 

The Commission took note 
of the progress reported 
and encouraged Albania 
to continue its efforts 
to prepare for the entry 
into force of the SAA. A 
satisfactory track-record 
of implementation of the 
SAA, starting with the 
trade-related provisions 
of the Interim Agreement, 
is important for Albania 
to make further progress 
towards the EU. Moreover, 
progress in areas such 
as transport, energy 
and environment can 
significantly contribute to 
the economic development 
of Albania and to the 
improvement of the quality 

of life of its citizens. 
The Commission underlined that it 
will continue to play its part under 
the agreements signed with Albania 
and more broadly through the Sta-
bilisation and Association process.  
The Albanian authorities assured the 
Commission that they will continue 
to show determination in fulfilling the 
commitments they have undertaken. 
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On 11 December, the 5th Ministerial 
Council of the Energy Community 
decided on the extension of the 
Treaty to Oil. Convening in Tirana, the 
Ministerial Council decided that the 
new Oil Forum will meet in Serbia.To 
further enhance regional co-ordination 
on the issue, the Ministerial Council 
also agreed on the establishment of 
Security of Supply Group. 
On the occasion of the 5th Ministerial 
Council, the Memorandum of 
Understanding on the establishment 
of CAO (Coordinated Auction Office) 
in South East Europe was opened for 
signature and signed by a substantial 
number of Transmission System 
Operators (TSOs); others committed 
to join later. The Ministerial Council 
decided on Montenegro as a host of 
the future CAO office. 
The Secretariat presented the 
Ministerial Council a report on the 
Energy Treaty implementation 
progress, as well as a progress update 
on the priority investment projects. 

Tirana convention 
of the 5th 
Ministerial Council 
of the Energy 
Community 

Energy security: EP adopts 
blueprint for the EU’s future 
energy strategy
The European Parliament set out 
wide-ranging recommendations for 
the EU’s future energy policy. MEPs 
call for mandatory emergency action 
plans in case of gas supply shortages, 
more grid interconnections among 
Member States, a specific road map 
for investments in nuclear energy, and 
new climate targets to be achieved by 
2050, including cutting greenhouse 
gas emissions by at least 80%. The 
report was adopted by 406 votes in 
favour, with 168 votes against and 87 
abstentions. 
The European Parliament adopted 
by a large majority a report drawn up 
by Anne Laperrouze on the “Second 
Strategic Energy Review”, which 
will be on the agenda for the 19-20 
March European Council debate 
on the EU’s future energy strategy. 
MEPs call on the Commission and 
the Czech Presidency to present 
“a new ambitious and far-sighted 
diversification plan” to this meeting of 

the EU’s Heads of State.
Lessons learned: national and EU 
emergency action plans
In the aftermath of the recent gas 
supply crisis between Ukraine and 
Russia, which left many EU citizens 
without heating this winter, MEPs 
call on the Commission to propose 
revising the 2004 Security of gas 
supply directive before the end of this 
year. Parliament wants this revision 
to include “mandatory and effective 
national and EU emergency action 
plans” providing for:
•    a common declaration of an   
emergency situation, 
•     the allocation of available supplies                                                   
and infrastructure capacity among 
the affected countries, 
•    co-ordinated dispatching, and 
• the activation of emergency 
measures in unaffected or less 
affected states in order to increase 
the amount of gas available to the 
affected markets.

Gas supplies are now getting through, 
ending the disruption that left millions 
of European households without 
heat during 13 days of bitter cold 
and forced thousands of schools and 
factories to close.
In announcing the crisis was over, 
Commission President José Manuel 
Barroso said, “It’s very difficult to 
welcome something that should not 
have happened in the first place”.
This was not the first time tensions 
between Ukraine and Russia 
squeezed EU gas supplies. Similar 
disputes in recent years have 
shown the need to reduce the EU’s 
reliance on foreign energy, one of the 
commission’s top priorities.
The President said the EU must 
diversify its energy supplies and build 
up strategic stocks. And he urged 
European leaders to rapidly agree to 
the commission’s recommendations 

to use €5bn in unspent EU funds to 
build energy infrastructure. Measures 
to develop energy security and 
tackle climate change are mutually 
reinforcing – energy efficiency and 
renewables are as important as safe 
energy supplies.
Russia cut off supplies that flow 
through neighbouring Ukraine in a 
dispute over the terms of a new supply 
and transit contract. The Russian and 
Ukrainian Prime Ministers reached 
agreement on a new contract over 
the weekend and the deal was signed 
on 19 January.
The Commission and the Czech 
Presidency of the EU held many talks 
with Russian and Ukrainian leaders 
during the standoff. At one point, the 
EU brokered an agreement to resume 
natural gas supplies to Europe under 
the supervision of EU monitors, but 
the two countries failed to honour it.

The monitors, who remain in place in 
the two countries, have confirmed the 
gas has begun flowing. The EU gets 
about a quarter of its natural gas from 
Russia, mostly through pipelines in 
Ukraine. The level of dependence 
varies widely though, with some 
countries relying on Russia for nearly 
all their gas. The EU countries most 
affected by the cut in gas supplies 
were Slovakia, Czech Republic, 
Bulgaria, Romania, Greece, Austria 
and Hungary.

The President of European Commission, 
José Manuel Barroso announced the crisis was over
Ukraine and Russia resume gas supplies to Europe. 
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Ambassador Lohan Encourages Foreign 
Investments in Albania
In a meeting with the Foreign 
Investors Association of Albania, the 
Ambassador of the Delegation of the 
European Commision in Tirana, Mr. 
Helmut Lohan, declared that there 
were two major conditions to be met in 
2009 in order to ensure a successful 
political year for Albania: the conduct 
of free and fair elections held in line 
with international standards, and the 
continuation of reforms that enhance 
the rule of law and demonstrate 
Albania’s democratic maturity. 
Mr. Lohan said that politically, 
2009 will be a benchmark year for 
Albania: NATO membership, general 
elections, and the request for EU 
membership will be some of the more 
notable events occurring this year.
Ambassador Lohan focused mainly 
on the global economical crisis and its 

affect on Albania. “2009 will be 
the year in which the European 
Union will feel the full impact 
of the financial crisis and the 
resulting global downturn in 
trade and economic activity: 
the European Commission 
expects economic growth 
in the European Union to 
fall by almost 2% this year. 
Economically, Albania will not 
remain fully insulated from 
this downturn”- declared the 
Ambassador.
He went on to encourage 
foreign investments in Albania 
by saying that “In 2009 therefore 
and in spite of the global economic 
problems, Albania could make 
substantial headway in becoming 
more attractive as a destination for 

foreign investment, and for doing 
business in general. I am sure that 
the business community has every 
interest in this development and will 
support it wherever possible.”

EU Invests Euro 789.000 in the Project “Design of 
Prisons and Pre-Trial Detention Centres in Albania”

The project “Design of Prisons 
and Pre-Trial Detention Centres in 
Albania,” presented on 23 January 
2009, addressed the main problems 
of Albanian prisons: poor living 
conditions and overcrowding. This 
project, financed by an EU investment 
of Euro 789.000, will cover the 
construction of three new Prisons 
in Fier, Gjirokaster and Shkoder, as 
well as three new pre-trial detention 
centres in Elbasan, Berat and Kukes. 
The numerous problems associated 
with the Albanian prison system have 
been the focus of several European 

Union institutions, and are 
noted in various EU reports, 
including the 2008 European 
Commission Progress Report 
on Albania.
Strengthening the capacity 
of the Albanian penitentiary 
system, in accordance with EU 
and international standards, 
is one of the key goals of 
the European Commission’s 
cooperation plan with the 
Government of Albania. 
During a recent presentation, 
the Head of the EC Delega-

tion to Albania, Ambassador Helmuth 
Lohan, noted that “misconduct, mis-
treatment as well as inappropriate 
handling of conflicts in prisons are all 
reflected in a country’s general hu-
man rights record and standing. Pris-
ons must not only serve temporary 
punitive purposes. They should also 
prepare a safe return of detainees to 
society. Therefore, respect for human 
rights is of extreme importance in the 
prison environment.”
The project at hand addresses the 
recommendations identified in the 
“Master Plan for the Albanian Pre-

Trial Detention System” elaborated in 
2004, also through EU assistance, by 
the Austrian Ministry of Justice, Slo-
vakia’s General Directorate of Prison, 
and the Albanian Ministry of Justice 
and its General Directorate of Pris-
ons.
The EU has earmarked funds of €15.5 
million for the actual construction 
of the new prisons and pre-trial 
detention centres. Additional funding 
requirements should be met by the 
Albanian state budget.

The newly-designed prisons and 
pre-trial detention centres meet the 
requirements of a modern penitentiary 
system and, in addition, foresee 
space for education, work, medical 
aid, recreation, cultural events and 
reintegration. It is worth noting that 
the new designs lay the groundwork 
for a new, more constructive 
atmosphere in prisons and pre-trial 
detention centres, as inmates shall 
have the possibility to be employed 
in the operation and the maintenance 
of the facilities, e.g. kitchen, laundry, 
hospital, workshop, car washing, 
cleaning etc.
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Please visit the websites below or contact the Delegation of the 
European Commission to Tirana
www.delalb.ec.europa.eu
www.europa.eu
www.ec.europa.eu/enlargement
www.eu2009.cz
Delegation of the European Commission to Tirana, Albania:
Rruga Durrësit, 127-1 , Tirana , Albania

Telephone: (355) 4 228320 or 230871 - 228479 -
234284 - 229851 Fax: (355) 4 230752 or 274412
e-mail: Delegation-Albania@ec.europa.eu
Publisher: Delegation of the European Commission to Tirana
The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the European Commission
If you would like to receive the next edition please 
email: suela.thanasi@ec.europa.eu or contact the
Delegation of the European Commission to Tirana
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Conclucions on the French EU Presidency
The EC Delegation to Albania invites French Ambassador to 
give an open lecture in Durres for students and academics
The French ambassador to Albania, 
Mrs. Maryse Daviet, focused her 
public lecture, on providing an 
overview of France’s six months 
at the helm of the EU Presidency 
during the second-half of 2008. This 
lecture was attended by students 
and academics of the “Aleksander 
Moisiu” University in Durres. This 
was the first in a series of lectures 
that will be organised as part of the 
EC-funded project “Support to the 
EU Info Points Network in University 
Towns in Albania.” The project is 
focused around universities in the 
country, and aimed at enhancing the 
public’s knowledge of the EU and 
how it works.

Mrs. Daviet elaborated on the 
conclusions of the French Presidency, 
and issues related to the Western 
Balkans in particular. Her lecture 
provided for an energetic debate 

after the presentation. The event was 
opened by Mrs. Stanislava Skuodyte, 
from the Political, Economic and 
Information Section of the EC 

Delegation to Albania, who gave an 
overview of the Delegation’s activities 
in Albania, the project’s objectives 
and the rotating presidency system of 

the Council of the European Union. 
The project “Support to the EU Info 
Points Network in University Towns 
in Albania” aims at revitalising the 

EU Info Points program, which have 
already been set up in the universities 
of Shkodra, Elbasan, Korça, Vlora, 
Gjirokastra and at the “Zoja e 
Këshillit të Mirë” university in Tirana. 
The EU Info Point at “Aleksandër 
Moisiu” university in Durrës was 
recently opened as part of the project 
activities. 
During the months to come, the 
project will help to make Info Points 
functional by providing them with 
permanent collections of information 
on EU matters; organising training 
sessions for the staff; arranging 
seminars related to the EU for students 
and academia; offering assistance 
to different groups of interests; and 
providing instructional equipment and 
hardware. Furthermore, the EU Info 
Points will be given a unified identity 
through a common logo and website, 
which will make them accessible and 
useful to a wider public audience than 
the students of the universities that 
host them. 

Guest lector Date and University

French Ambassador
H. E. Maryse Daviet

15 January, ‘Aleksander Moisiu” 
University, Durres

Trainer: Ditmir Bushati, Geron Kamberi, Ilir 
Aliaj, Blerina Raca, Baisa Sefa

4 February, “Zonja e Keshillit te Mire”, 
University, Tirane

Ambassador of United Kingdom,  
H. E. Fraser Wilson

12 February, Luigj Gurakuqi” University, 
Shkoder

Czech Ambassador
H.E Marketa Fialkova

11 March , “Aleksander Xhuvani” 
University, Elbasan

Hungary Ambassador
H. E Sándor Molnari

20 March, “Fan. S. Noli”, University, 
Korce

Head of EC Delegation to Albania
Mr. Helmuth Lohan

16 April, “Eqerem Cabej” University, 
Gjirokaster

Calendar of Activities for the EU Info Points


