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Stabilisation Association Agreement with Albania enters into force

The beginning of a new era of the 
Albanian journey towards EU.

I welcome the entering into force 
of the Stabilisation and Association 
Agreement (SAA) between the 
European Union and Albania, signed 
in June 2006. The entry into force of 
the SAA marks the beginning of an era 
during which Albania’s international 
obligations – and the expectations on 
Albania’s performance – will be higher 
than before. 
The SAA between Albania and 
the European Union represents a 
contractual relationship, entailing 
mutual rights and obligations. The SAA 
focuses on respect for key democratic 
principles and the core elements 
which are at the heart of the EU single 
market. A free trade area with the EU 
and the application of EU standards 
in associated disciplines such as 
competition and state aid rules or 
intellectual property, as well as reforms 
designed to achieve the adoption of 
EU standards in other areas, will give 
Albania the opportunity to move closer 
to the EU.
The EU will continue to support Albania’s 
progress towards EU integration through 
the Stabilisation and Association 
process, the policy designed by the 
EU to foster its co operation with the 
Western Balkan countries as well as 
regional cooperation. Stabilisation and 
Association Agreements are a core 
component of this process. In order 
to support the necessary reforms, the 
EU makes available Pre accession 
Assistance to the Western Balkans and 
Turkey amounting to more than €6.8 
billion over the period 2009 to 2012. The 
Tirana Conference of 2 and 3 April will 
look at how the efficiency and impact 
of this assistance can be enhanced by 
donor co-operation.

The Stabilisation and Association Agree-
ment ( SAA), signed in June 2006, en-
tered into force on 1 April 2009,  marks 
the beginning of a new era of the Alba-
nian journey toward the European inte-
gration, during which Albania’s interna-
tional obligations – and the expectations 
on Albania’s performance – will be higher 
than before. During his visit to Tirana, Eu-
ropean Commission Director General for 
Enlargement, Mr Michael Leigh met with 
key political figures in Albania. He also 
participated in the Conference on Donor 
Co-ordination in the Western Balkans and 
Turkey organised by the Enlargement di-
rectorate general of the European Com-
mission and the Albanian Government on 
2 - 3 April in Tirana. 
Mr Leigh’s visit underlines the special 
significance of the SAA for EU - Albania 
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relations. It is also an indication of the im-
portance that  the European Commission 
attaches to the continued commitment of 
all political forces in Albania to tackle the 
required reforms together. 
The SAA between Albania and the Eu-
ropean Union represents a contractual 
relationship, entailing mutual rights and 
obligations. The SAA focuses on respect 
for key democratic principles and the core 
elements which are at the heart of the EU 
single market. A free trade area with the 
EU and the application of EU standards 
in associated disciplines such as com-
petition and state aid rules or intellectual 
property, as well as reforms designed to 
achieve the adoption of EU standards in 
other areas, will give Albania the opportu-
nity to move closer to the EU.

Western Balkans and Turkey under the focus of the EU 
The Government of Albania and the European Commission  jointly organised a conference on “Donor 
coordination in the Western Balkans and Turkey” that took place in Tirana on 2-3 April 2009. Around 200 
stakeholders discussed potential improvements and better coordination of their activities.
The aims of the Conference were to take stock of progress made in enhancing donor coordination, 
exchange best practices, address  remaining deficiencies and make practical recommendations on how 
to further enhance donor coordination and ensure efficient distribution of task among donors. Concrete 
measures were discussed in the sectors of education, environment and transport all of which play a key 
role in socio-economic development and in European and regional integration of the Western Balkans 
and Turkey.
The conference was opened by the Director General for Enlargement, Mr. Michael Leigh, together with 
the Prime Minister of the Government of Albania, H.E. Mr. Sali Berisha, and the Ambassador of the Czech 
Republic to Albania, H.E. Mrs. Marketa Fialkova.
Donors’ financial assistance to the Western Balkans and Turkey amounted to some EUR 20 billion during 
the period 2005-2008. The last conference on donor coordination took place in October 2008 in 
Brussels on the initiative of the European Commission. Following its recommendations, the conference in 
Tirana was the first to take place in a beneficiary country  brought together some 200 representatives of 
the International Financial Institutions, European Union Member States, non-EU donors and representatives 
of the Western Balkans and Turkey. 

Statement by Mr Olli 
Rehn, the European 
Commissioner for 
Enlargement
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The Head of the Delegation of the European 
Commission, Ambassador Helmuth Lohan 
had a four-day tour in the south of the country 
where he took stock of EU-funded assistance. 
During his visits to project sites, Ambassador 
Lohan gave special attention to the local com-
munities in order to find out first hand about 
the impact of assistance projects in areas 
ranging from environmental clean-up to gen-
der equality. Ambassador Lohan also met with 
business, civil society and academia repre-
sentatives in the south to discuss with them 
the benefits and challenges of the integration 
process after the entry into force of the Sta-
bilisation and Association Agreement.  Dur-
ing this vist Mr Lohan had several meetings, 
in Fier, Vlora, Saranda and Gjirokastra. He 
visited several border cross points as part of 
European Commission funded project which 
includes 10 border crossing points all over 
Albania. Mr Lohan met with representatives 
from civil society, business, and academics.  
The focus of these meetings was the chal-
lenges of the integration process after the en-
tering into force of the SAA, and its benefits.

Special Edition
Ambassador Lohan tours the South to discuss the Albania’s development and 
EC assistance with locals, civil society and business 

Building the Orikum ring road in Vlora

In Fier, the nitrate fertilizer plant has for 
a long time polluted the environment 
and exposed the area with hazardous 
waste, leaving the territory contami-
nated and the quality of life at risk. The 
main environmental problem with the 
plant includes the production of arsenic 
sludge and other contaminants which 
are damaging to the environment. The 
elimination of arsenic-based hazardous 
waste has been identified as a priority 
in order to reduce the negative health 
impacts associated with a number 
of hot spots affected by the plant. A 

The European Commission is support-
ing the development of coastal environ-
ment infrastructure and rehabilitation 
in southern Albania. As part of these 
efforts, the European Commission is fi-
nancing the construction of the Orikum 
ring road in Vlora with €500,000. Works 
started in 2008 and include the con-
struction of two bridges and installation 
of 28 lightning posts. The improvement 
of the physical infrastructure will trigger 

Eliminating hazardous waste at 
the Fier nitrate fertilizer plant

project carried out and funded by the 
European Commission for the amount 
of €1,500,000 aims at eliminating haz-
ardous and contaminated waste by 
packaging and storing chemicals, the 
construction of a disposal facility, and 
depositing waste and other contaminat-
ed material. The implementation of the 
project demolishes and disposes con-
taminated materials in a secure landfill 
and collects, stores and disposes other 
hazardous waste safely in accord-
ance with international standards. The 
project is also expected to contribute to 

the elimination of present environmen-
tal and human health risks, improving 
the quality of life in the concerned ar-
eas. 

economic growth by ensuring access 
to basic services for the population and 
for tourism. The inhabitants of Orikum 
will directly benefit from this investment 
in terms of relief of heavy traffic during 
the summer months, and reduction of 
air pollution in town. In the long run, the 
road will contribute to the protection of 
coastal natural resources and cultural 
assets, and the promotion of sustaina-
ble development in the Albanian coast. 
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Meeting with business in Vlora
A meeting with the local business com-
munity was organised  in Vlora on 15 
April where participants discussed the 
significance of the entry into force of 
the SAA and its expected impact on 
business and the country’s develop-
ment overall. The business as one of 
the areas facing the challenges of the 
competition was the main focus of this 
meeting. In his sppech with local bus-
sines Mr Lohan said: “First, these meet-
ings are necessary to help us understand 
the extent to which progress has been 
made over the past months in govern-
mental efforts to improve business envi-
ronment Secondly, the meetings give us 
an opportunity to bring to your attention 
those aspects of our vast assistance in 
matters that are of direct interest to you.
 Thirdly, we would like to exchange views 

Ambassador Lohan meets with students and academics 
at the University Eqerem Çabej in Gjirokaster

A meeting with Roma Community was 
part of the agenda of Ambassador 
Lohan during his tour to the South of 
Albania. Mr Lohan visited the Roma 
community in Baltas Fier.The Europe-
an Commission is financing a project 
that aims to educate and raise aware-
ness on gender and equality issues in 
the Roma community. The European 
Commission contribution to the project 
amounts to € 82,500.The Roma com-
munity in Albania is experiencing lack 
of access to education, poor economic 
conditions, and an unfavorable social 
situation. These conditions are existent 
in part due to the prevailing traditional 
mentality that women have an inferior 
status in the family, and lack of edu-
cation. The EC funded project will be 
implemented and co-financed by the 
Young Women Christian Association of 
Albania. 

on the Stabilisation and Association 
Agreement.” Vlora is one of the main 

touristic sites of Albania and has one of 
the largest ports in the country.

Raising awareness in the Roma 
Community in Albania

In Gjirokastra, on 17 April, Ambassador Lohan met with the teaching 
and student body of the university and with civil society actors to dis-
cuss with them the process of European integration. 
Ambassador Lohan made an introduction and discussed the EU ac-
cession process of Albania from application to membership. Part of 
his introduction  covered the topics of the political  and social aspects 
of the Enlargement  the required conditions for the membership and 
steps toward such a process. Mr Lohan introduced the audience with 
the main Actors in the accession process, as well as accession nego-
tiations chapters. During the question answering session the students 
showed great interest  related to the area of high education as well as 
other issues regarding student life.



4

Please visit the websites below or contact the Delegation of the 
European Commission to Albania
www.delalb.ec.europa.eu
www.europa.eu
www.ec.europa.eu/enlargement
www.eu2009.cz
Delegation of the European Commission to Tirana, Albania:
ABA Center. Rr. Papa Gjon Pali II, Kati 17
Tirana Albania

Telephone: (355) 4 2228320 or 2230871 - 2228479 -
2234284 - 2229851 Fax: (355) 4 2230752 or 2274412
e-mail: Delegation-Albania@ec.europa.eu
Publisher: Delegation of the European Commission to Albania
The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the European Commission
If you would like to receive the next edition please 
email: suela.thanasi@ec.europa.eu or contact the
Delegation of the European Commission to Albania
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In order to improve public security for 
Albania’s citizens a €5,000,000 Euro-
pean Commission funded project aims 
at adopting a nationwide wireless data 
communications network for the Alba-
nian state police. The project includes 
the provision and installation of all 
wireless radio equipment, networking 
equipment and accessories necessary 
for the normal operation of the system 
and its components. Police officers are 
being trained to utilize, maintain and 
administer the network. The project will 
enable the Albanian state police to con-
nect on a national level which in turn 
will increase the speed of information 
exchange within the Albanian state po-
lice service and its outside interlocutors. 
The project will also increase Albania’s 
capacity to manage its borders and 
provide a solid backbone for the future 
development and technical capabilities 
of the Albanian state police. The com-

Improved security for 
Albanian citizens:
Data Communications Network for the 
Albanian State Police

pletion of this network infrastructure will 
greatly increase police capabilities and 
make the Albanian State Police a reli-
able interlocutor for international part-
ners. Upon completion of the project, 
the Albanian state police will manage 
and maintain the network. This includes 
the proper maintenance of human, ma-
terial and financial resources connect-
ed to the project. 

Albania is actively working towards de-
veloping and strengthening its border 
crossing points throughout the country. 
In 2003, the Government approved the 
National Strategy for Border Control 
and its Integrated Management, drafted 
with the help of the international com-
munity. The establishment of efficient 
and strengthened border management 
systems is one of the top priorities for 
Albania. This project is part of a larger 

Justice and home affairs
Fighting organised crime and corruption:
Strengthening the Albanian borders

€5,400,000 European Commission 
funded project which includes 10 bor-
der crossing points all over Albania. 
This particular project with a budget 
of approximately €1,200,000 financed 
by the European Commission aims 
to enhance the performance of the 
border police agents operating at Bor-
der Crossing points. Specifically, the 
project will improve the physical work-
ing conditions and available technical 
means of the border police officers and 
strengthen their professional capac-
ity. The project will also increase inter-
agency cooperation at the border to 
upgrade Albania’s border management 
system to EU standards. The global 
aim of the project is the prevention of il-
legal migration, the eradication of cross 
border crime movements of people and 
goods, the enhanced capacity of the 
border control to fight organised crime 
and corruption. 

Saranda District 
Court renovated and 
refurnished through 
a fund of €410. 000 of 
the EC

During his four day tour to the south 
of the country, the Head of the Eu-
ropean Commission Delegation to 
Tirana, Ambassador Helmuth Lo-
han inaugurated the newly reno-
vated and refurnished Saranda 
District Court. The main problems 
of the building which the project 
has successfully addressed were 
lack of isolation rooms for defend-
ants, a security system, fire preven-
tion measures, computer networks 
as well as humidity, cracked walls 
etc. In the framework of assistance 
for Albania’s judiciary reform, the 
European Commission continues 
to finance a series of interventions, 
in judiciary infrastructure, capac-
ity building and training. “A new 
modern building, a building up to 
EU standards is insufficient for a 
professional, transparent, account-
able and efficient system of justice. 
While it is true that the bricks and 
equipment will not do any magic, 
they are basic pre-requisites for a 
better work of the judiciary. In sim-
ple terms, an improvement in physi-
cal working conditions is expected 
to raise the effectiveness of the 
other areas of intervention, of the 
trainings for instance, and thus pos-
itively affect the overall, qualitative 
performance of the Albanian judici-
ary”, declared Ambassador Lohan 
during the inaguration speech. 
The renovation and furnishing of 
the Saranda District Court, as well 
as the previously completed Appeal 
Courts in Korça, Vlora and the Di-
bra District Court, follows from the 
“Masterplan for Judicial Infrastruc-
ture”, which identified these courts 
as priority investments. 


