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Improving Airport Security in Libya: a Common Goal for the EU and 

the local authorities 

 

 

The EU Integrated Border Assistance Mission in Libya (EUBAM 

Libya) has held its first direct training session with officials from 

Libya’s border agencies. The topic for discussion was how to improve 

airport security by enhancing inter-agency cooperation. 

 

Libyan officials from Immigration, Customs, Border Police, Border 

Guards and Aviation Security who work at Tripoli, Misrata, Sabha 

and Bennena Airports, attended the seminar which included 

workshops on Multi-Agency Threat and Risk Assessment (MATRA) 

and Multi-Agency Control Operation (MACO). 

 

“We are here to assist you, but you will do the job”, said the Finnish 

EUBAM Libya Head of Mission, Antti Hartikainen, in his speech, 

welcoming the participants. He stressed that cooperation on Integrated 

Border Management (IBM), where border agencies work closely 

together, will be inspired by the principle of local ownership. 

 

Sunday’s seminar was just the start of a long term commitment 

between the EU and Libya in developing the highest standards of 

airport security. Other EU bodies are directly supporting Aviation 

Security in Libya. 

 

“This seminar is a very good example of how we as Libyans can work 

together coordinating the activities of our airports and it is a very good 

start of our cooperation”, said the Head of Aviation Security at Tripoli 

Airport, Taher Al Mahmoudi.  
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EUBAM Libya, created following an invitation by the Libyan 

Government, will support the Libyan authorities in developing border 

management and security at the country’s land, sea and air borders.  

 

This objective will be reached mainly through the transfer of know-

how, training, mentoring and advising Libyan counterparts on the 

development of a national IBM strategy.  

 

The main player in this newly-established team, which ‘trained’ 

together for the first time on Sunday, will be the new Libya and its 

people.  

 
 
 

 


